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TRANSLATION 

O F T H E 

FUNERAL ORATION 

Of his Eminekce the 

Cardinal D£FL£C/^r:' 



At the folemn Service, which was performed 
in the Cathedral of Notre-'Dame at TPariSy 
May if, 1743. at the Command of the moft 
Chriftian King. By the Father de Neuville, 
a Jefuit, 

To tvhicli are added, 
I. A Criticifm upon the Funeral Oration, in a Let* 

ter from a Gtntleraan to his Fiicnd :'S»ppofcd to be 

Written by the Abbe ^i Fontaines. 
Hi A full Refutation of that Criticifm : Or a Defence 

of the Father de Neuville ; addreffcd to the Mar-* 

chionefs of B , By the Chevalier de M- . 

HI. A Letter to the Marquis of A , upon the 

Funeral Oration. .' 

IV. Some Reflexions on the preceding. Letter, By 9 

a Young Lawyeri "■« 




L O i^ D O N: 

tinted for J. Robinsok, at the Geldem Lion, in JWgo(«-S(r«t , 
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APPROBATION 

Of THE 

CENSOR ROYAK 

1HAVE read, by Order of the Lord Chan- 
cellory the Funewl Oration of tbc Cardinal 
DE Fl EUR Yi by Father de Neuvilley of 
the Society of Jcfus : And I have obferved^ m 
it nothings but what is very, atteeable to the 
San£lity and Majefty of the Tidpit. The whole 
feemed to me anjweraJble to the uyignity of the 

SubjeSt.^ and to the Refutation of the Chrijlian 
Orator. 

C O T T E R E L. 

• * • 

Sorbcnne. Dodot of thc Houfe and 

May 23. 1743. Society of Sor bonne. 
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translator's preface. 



THE following Verjion of the celebrated 
Oraifon Funebre of the Cardinal dc 
Flcury, which was the agreeable Amufe- 
i n^nt of fome Leifure Hours I this Summer 
. enjoy' d at Paris, / had given over all Thoughts 
\ of publifbingy when upon my late Return to 
, London, / underjiood that it had appeared in 
' Ehglifh feveral Months ago. Curiojity how- 
ever prompting me to look into that Tranjla- 
\ tion, how great was my Surpriz>e^ when I there 
difcovered nothing of the Father de Ncuville, 
except his Name on the Title-Tage ! Upon 
\ comparing it with the pretended Original, I 
i found the Tranjlator had Jkewn himfelf equally 
free from all Manner of Servility to his Au- 
thor^ to Common-Senfey to Englifh, and to 
Grammar ; that he had altered, if not anni- 
hilatedy the Thoughts in almoji every Tage, and 
favoured the Public with his own, inftead 
of the Eloquence of the French Orator. But 
what the Chevalier de M ^——^ fays in De- 
fence of the Father de Neuville, is applicable 
to the Author of the Oration tranflatcd into 
Englifli, with very little Variation. For ' thofe 

* Boldneffes of Style, thofe Inverfions of 

* Thrafes, thofe Thoughts apparently diftorted 

* or deftroyed, thofe "Pajfages, where the Senfe 
' is broke off, or fufpended, or made Non- 

* Senfe, in which the 'Piece in §lueftion abounds, 

A 2 ' and 



(iv) 
^ and thofe fccming falfe ConflruBions % all 
^ thefe, I fay^ con/iitute the Style peculiar to 

* the Genius. Leave we timid and frigid 
^ TranJlatQrs to fubje£i them/elves to their 

* Originals, to the comr»dn Ufages of Language : 
^ But a delicate, fine, ingenious Tranflator 
^ makes always the Performance his own, and 
' forms always a Language to himfelf Such 

* is the Manner of that Tranjlator : He muji 
^ be guejfed at\ and is guejfed at. ' In a Wordy 
his Oration is fomething fo far beyond a mere 
Tranflation, that it is in every refpeEt an Ori- 
ginal, nor has the Father dc Neuvillc the leaji 
Title to any of the Glory of it. 

Juftice therefor to the Name of that Stranger y 
whofe Nation is fb noted for Volitenefs to 
Strangers^ and a T)€(tre to vindicate our own 
Countrymen from any contrary Imputation ^ 
thefe were the Motives of prefenting to the 
Public this Tr an flat ion of that Tiece of Elo- 
quencey which made fo great Noife abroad^ 
and afforded Exercife for the Tens of the 
mojl celebrated Wits of France. 

To the Funeral Oration / have fubjoined a 
few of their Criticifms Upon it, which I pre- 
fume will not be difagreeabky as in them we 
fee all that can be f aid againji its Author i 
we fee him appear the more origindly by their 
Attempts to prove him a Tiagiary 3 we fee the 
Envy^ the malice y the Vanity of the Critics 
more confpicuous than the Faults they impute 
to the Orator, or the T>efe^s of the fever al 
^ajfages of his TerformancCy which they en- 
deavour to turn into Ridicule. How eager are 
they to point out the BlemiJheSy but how feldom 
do they take T^ins to fpecify the Beauties of 

the 



i 

'J 



(V) V 

the ObjeSi of Criticifm^ which j though perhaps 
more difficult than the other ^ is no lefs the 
T)uty of a Critic ! The Funeral Oration has 
ill doubt lefs its ImperfeSlions 5 [was there ever a 
' Tiece without fome?) but it is equally evident 
•ij to every candid and judicious Reader^ that 
( its Excellences infinitely exceed them in Num- 
k ber as well as degree. It were no hard Mat- 
t ter to criticize upon the Criticifms^ and to 
'' vindicate the Orator from many of the Charges 
?; brought againji him : But as this would make 
•^ me exceed the propofed Bounds^ IJhall only fay 
i' with the inimitable Pope, 

Great Wits fometimes may glorioufly offend. 
And rife to Faults true Critics dare not mend ; 
From vulgar Bounds with brave Diforder part, 
I And, fnatch a Grace beybnai the-Reach of Art, 
, Which, withouf paffing through the Judgnjeqt, gains 

. The Hearx,. ^nd all its End-at oncQ.ktains. :. . . - 
In Profpefts thus fome Objects pleafe our fiycs. 
Which out of Nature's common Order rife. 
The (hapelefs Rock, or hanging Precipice, 

In fine ^ this Tranfiation will^ I hope, be found 
his to whom it is afcribed, having endeavoured 
to keep as clofe to-the Original ^ as the Idioms 
of the Languages would permit j and that not 
only to prefer ve the Senfe of our Orator, but 
alfo the Beauties of his Eloquence, and even 
his Style and his Manner 5 which is abfolutely 
necejfary in a Work of this Nature, and with- 
out which the Criticifms would be unintelli- 
gible as well as impertinent. 
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Page 6. 1. 4. for Silences read Silence . P. 29. 1. 38. for gitfe 
ndgiving. P. Ji. 1. 17. fori ' ~ 

L 1 8, for i7#/ir;(A/ read Delights. 



Tt»d giving. P. 31. 1. 17. for engaging read frroenting. P. 32. 
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T H E 



FUNERAL ORATION 



Of his £ M I N E N c £ the 



Cardinal de FLEU RT^ 
Minifter of State, ^c. 



J .- 



Prov. iii. 13, 16, 17, 

Happy is the Man thatjindeth JVifdom. . \ 

Length of Days is in her Right Hand^ 

and in her Left Hand Riches and Ho^ 

nour. Her Ways are Ways of P lea- 

fantnefsj and all her Paths are Peace. 

TH U S it is that the wifeft of Kings rcprefents 
to us Wifdom, as the fruitful Source, whence 
flow Peace of Mind, Tranquillity of Soul, the 
Sweets and Satisfa£tions of Life, all the Enjoyments 
that are worthy of obtaining the Efteem of Reafon, and 
of ingrofHng the Defires of the Heart. Happy is the 
Man, cries he, wha findetb Wifdom. At Freedom, 
Mafter of himfelf, in a profound Calm, he fees his 
Days clear and ferene, undifturbed with Clouds and Tem- 
pefts, multiplied and reproduced, to the End that he 
may tafle upon E^rth die Firft Fruits of the Immortality 
that awaits him in Heaven. Length of Days is in ber 
Right Hand. Treafures of Wealth and Honour preverft 
his Wiflies without exciting them ; he receives them 
without fceking after them. As he is rich without Opu- 
lence, refpedtc^ without Titles and without Dignities ; 

B x}c«. 
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tKc darkeft Obfciirity would not diminifh the Luftrt 
of his Name ; ^nd at the Height of the moft exalted T 
Elevation, he (hall fheW himfelf greater tHan his Great- 
jiefs. In her iLeft Hand Riches and Honour. In what- P 
ever Road he walks, Ages the moft remote Aall corite 
to ftudy the Trace of his Steps, to learn that it is not 
Events, but the Head and the Heart that conftitute the 
Great Man ; that to command the Attention and Ho- 
mage of Nations, Virtue alone is fufficient, and has mo 
Need of Fortune. Her IVays are Ways of Pleafantnefs. 
As he abhors Tumult and reftlefs Commotions, he loves 
no Viftories but the Triumphs of Perfuafionand Equity ; 
no Conquefts but the Heart and Confidence of Nations ; 
no Rewards, no Felicity, but the Pleafure of cement- 
ing, of perpetuating the Empire of Peace, and of fuc- 
ceeding in his Labours for the Happinels of Mankind. 
All her Paths are Peace. 

Could Solomon^ O Chriftians, forefee what was to 
come, or was Futurity unveiled before him ? In this 
Pifture of the wife Man he has been tracing, do you 
not difcover the wife Man we regret •, his pacific De- 
figns, his Titles, his Dignities, his Honours, the long 
Duration and conftant Profperity of his Days ? Length 

of Days Honour and Riches Ways of Pleafant^ 

fiefs Paths of Peace. 

Did I appear in the Temple only to pay a Tribute of j 
Praife to the Memory of diat wife Minifter, what would 
there remain for me to fay, after what I have faid ? 
His Elogium, though hardly begun, (hould it not 
appear finiihed ? But I am animated by another View ; 
I come not fo much to praife as to inftruft ; or rather, 
I come to join Inftrudtion to Elogy, and by the Praifes 
of the Wife Man to move you to the Love of Wifdom. 

I mean that true, that folid, that real Wifdom, 
which proportions the Views, the Motions, the Steps 
to the Variety of Conjunftures, to the Importance of 
Employments, to the Difference of Situations, to the 
Multiplicity of Obligations 5 that Wifdom which knows 
neither Talents mifplaced^ extravagant Projeds, nor 
Virtues carried to Extreme > that Wifdom which im« 
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prints upon the whole Condud that Charaftcr of Order, 
of Decency, of Decorum, without which. Talents be- 
come Defedts, Virtues are but Vices ; Titles and Dig- 
nities honour not a Man, a Man diflionours Dignities 
and Titles. 

Though Churches and Academies daily refound with 
Leflbns adapted to teach this Wifdom, yet rare, very 
rare are the Examples capable of perfuading it. On6. 
excellent Pattern of it, however. Providence has lately 
afforded us in the Perfon of the Moji High and Po- 
tent Lord Andrew- Hercules de Fleury,- formerly Bijhop 
of Frejus, Preceptor to the Kingj Cardinal of the Holy 
Roman Church, Minifter of State. Here let us paufe. 
Leave we the giddy and inconfiderate People to judge 
of a Minifter by the Iflues of his Miniftry ; to decide 
of his Merit and Talents by Fortune and by Succels. 
Let us ftudy the Man in the Man himfelf. Let us for- 
get what he has done for the H^pinefs and Advantage 
of the State. What do I fay ? Let us remember that 
the great, the important, the eficntial Services he did 
the State, confift in the immortal Examples of his 
Wifdom, hjs Prudence, his Moderation. 

For I call it ferving the State, and ferving it for a 
Series of Ages, to confound, to banifti, and to bring 
into, eternal Infamy in the Spirit of a Nation, the mean 
and groveling Ambition, that goes to Honours by 
Ways that make Virtue blufh, the indolent or prefump- 
tuous Ambition, that lies inadbive in Honours without 
Zeal, or Capacity to fuftain their Weight ; the crimi- 
nal and fatal Ambition, that rrtakes no other-ufe of Ho- 
nours but to give itfelf up with Impunity to the lawlels 
Liberty of the Paflions. But what Example more ca- 
pable than that of the Cardinal DE Fleury, to excite, 
to diffufe in a State, a noble Emulation of Services, ^of 
Talents, and of Virtues ? The Cardinal de Fleury 
ever guided, condufted, animated by Wifdom, arrives 
at Honours by the Way of Merit and Services; he 
renders his Honours ufeful to his Country by his Ta- 
lents, and by the Ufe of his Talents ', he adds a new 
Luftre to his Honours by the Brightncfs of his Virtues. 

Bz Vc 
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In a Word, the Favour, the Confidence of his Prince, 
obtained by Merit and Services, fupported by Talents, 
iHuftrated by Virtues : This fo very Angular Character j 
let us endeavour to lay open, for your Inftruftion, foi 
the Glory of that wife Minifter, ^nd for the Honoui 
of Humanity. 

Shall I need. Gentlemen, to defire your favourable 
Attention ? I know that in vqlgar Minds, Encomium 
ufes to offend the jealous Delicacy of Self-Lpvc, equal- 
ly mortified by the Recital of the Virtues it has not, 
and by the Cenfure of the Defeds, whereof it is con- 
fcious* I know that with RefpeiSl: to thofe Men who 
were the Depofitaries of Favours, Pride endeavours to 
fatisfy itfelf, by taking Vengeance -on the Perfon, for 
the fcrvile Homage, it fo often lavifhed upon Fortune ; 
that with the more Meannefs it cringed, it rifes with 
the greater Fyry ; without perceiving that after having 
dilhonour&i itfelf by the mercenary and felf-interefted 
- Praifcs, it diftionours itfelf ftill more fhamefully by the 
' Gall and Bitternefs of the Satyr ; that what it calls 
the Return of Reafon and Reflexion, is no more than 
the Blemifh of a fecond Vice, added to the Difgracc 
of the former. But the Noblenefs, the Elevation of 
your Sentiments, fecures you fropi the Indignity of fo 
injurious a Sufpicion. You will fee with Pleafure, 
Merit and Services arrive at Honours, Talents dif- 
clofed by them. Virtues fhine in them ; every where, 
the Citizen and the Chriftian, the Minifter and the 
Bilhop, fignalize themfelves by diftinguifhed Inftances 
of Wifdom and Religion. 

PARTI. 

To arrive at the mofl: eminent Dignities of the 
Church and State, to enjoy all the Titles and Honours 
that Prieffhood and Empire can beffow ; when Provi- 
dence is pleafed to prefent to the World thefe Prodigies 
of Elevation ; ftraightway Ambition, eager to propofe 
to itfelf a Model eafy to be imitated ; Envy impatient 
to confolc itfelf for its Obfcurity, and interefted tq 
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rfaade itfelf that Fortune thwarts its Wilhes, only 
:aufe Fortune is wont to fly Merit 5 Curiofity malig* 
)t and penetrating, the Prejudices of the Mind, the 
ffjons of the Heart, unite their Sufpicions, their 
njedlures, their cenforious Reflexions, their Intel- 
?nces, their pretended Difcoveries. And becaufe 

Hiftory of Monarchies prefents for one Jofepb^ 
»re than one Haman ; for one Davids more than one 
Calom 5 for one Judas Maccabeus j more than one 
lb ; they will have it, that no high Fortune can be 
lined innocendy : Or, if they difcover no Crime, 
Perfidy, tliey form to themfelves an arbitrary Syf- 
1 of political Intrigues, of meanly purchafed Pro- 
tions, of artfully managed Cabals : Refources Va- 
f contrives, that if it lofe the Pleafure of blaming, 
cenfuring, it may efcape the painful Ncceflity of 
amending and applauding. Trace the Cardinal d b 
EURy,fl:udy the Beginning, the fuccefli ve Progrefs of 
Elevation, and you'll apply to him thefe Words 
the Book of Wifdom : /ill Good ^ings together 
%e to me with Wifdomy and innumerable Riches in her 
nds. 

[n Effed, was he one of thofe Men whom a happy 
cafion, an unforefeen Circumftance, the Adtiviry of 
old Ambition eager to haften the Moment of For- 
e, places all of a fudden at the Head of an Empire, 
milhed to fee them with one Bound overleap the Im- 
fifity of the Difl:ance, and appear at the End of the 
:e, before they have begun to run it? A quite 
erent Prodigy fl:ruck Europe in the Elevation of 
Cardinal de Fleury/ If he goes to the firft Eni- 
yments of the State, he goes to them fo flowly, 
: he only arrives at them at laft, carried along by 

Courfe of Events. He feeks not Dignities, Re 
tents himfclf with waiting for them •, he waits noc 
muth for them, as he is waited for by them : He 
s not fo much .to Honours, as Honours come to 
I : He who bad declined, to come to Dignity^ Dignity 
es to him. 

Will 
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Will it be pretended that he was one of thofe IV 
-whofe profound and di0embled Ambition forms 
Texture, and ties the Thread of its Intrigues in St 
an(j -Silences ; envelops itfelf in a Circle of c 
Schemes, of unknown Motions; fhuns the Eye: 
Competitors, efcapes their Penetration, and decl 
its Defigns, only by the Glare of their Succefs ? 
the Elevation of the Cardinal de Fleury, no Veils 
Clouds, no Myfteries. We fee one Employment '. 
to another Employment ; one Dignity pave the \ 
for another Dignity ; his Elevation grow by Degr 
give notice to Envy, give it Time to mutter its For 
and deprive it of all Hopes of fucceeding. 

Shall his Elevation be looked upon as an EfFe6 
Chance ? Chance, empty Word, invented by Ig 
ranee to cover its Shame, adopted by Impiety to del 
it againft keafon, ufed by timorous and polii 
Malignity, to cenfure the Choice of the Prince w 
out Danger. Chance is nothing ; it can do nothi 
Every Thing has its Caufe, its Principle. The P 
ciple of the Elevation of the Cardinal de Fleu 
was Merit ; a Merit known, efteemed, approved 
Merit that rifes to the moft diftinguifhed Emp 
ments, only by (hewing itfelf fuperior to the PL 
it occupies. 

I fay a Merit known, efteemed, approved. A 
having acquired the Riches of Litterature, drawn fi 
their Source the Beauties of the Language of H 
and Aihens^ dived into the awful Depths of F 
gion, the Abbe de Fleu^y appears at Court > 
that happy Phyfiognomy, that I don*t know v 
Gift from Heaven, God imprints on the Forel 
of thofe Men, whom he prepares for exalted 
tions. There, on that changing and fludluating Sti 
where the Sdenc fhifts every Mqment, where ui 
the Appearance of Reft, reigns the moft rapid I 
tion •, in that Region of hidden Intrigues, of c 
Perfidies, of deep and deliberate Wickednefs j w! 
Men ftiew Refpeft without efteeming, applaud w 
Qut approving, ferve without loving, hurt witl 

hat 



tingi offer themfelves out of Vanity, promife them- 
felfcs out of Policy, give up themfelves out of In- 
ft, engage themfelves without Sincerity, withdraw 
themfelves, abandon without Decency and without 
Shame. In that Labyrinth of crooked Windings, 
where Prudence walks in Hazard, where the Road of 
Profperity fo often leads to Misfortune, where the 
Qualities neceffary for Promotion, are an Obftacle to- 
wards the attaining it ; where you efcape Contempt, 
only by incurring Hatred ; where modeft Merit is 
forgot, becaufe it does not declare itfelf ; where Merit 
that ihews itfelf, is fet afide, and oppreffed, becaufe 
it is dreaded ; where the happy have no Friends, fince 
jtiiere remain none to the unfortunate. There, from 
=thc firft Step the Abbe de Fleury makes in thofe 
i intricate Paths, one would think he had traced them a 
ijthoufand Times. The People that inhabit them from 
J their Infancy, are not fo well acquainted with them:.- 
4 The Reafon is plain: Experience, Study, Art, are 
. neceffary only for ordinary Men : Great Geniufes arc 
j born whatever they are to be : Time Ihews them, it 
,! unveils them, it does not form them. With one 
; Glance, the Abbe de Fleury penetrates into the Secret 
jof all Cabals, he lays hold of the Knot of all In- 
* irigues, he difcerns the Competition and Oppofition of 
iall Interefts. He brings to Court the Talents that 
f are ufually fought there, he catches none of the Vices 
; it is accuftomed to beftow. As he is happy in join- 
ing the Complaifance, the Dexterity of the Courtier, 
i with the Probity of the honeft Man, he has the Gift 
of pleating without Forwardnefs, of paying* Refpeft 
without Meannefs, of praifing without Flattery, of 
adhering to Merit, and fhewing fome, of gainirtg 
Friends and preferving them. Societies of the fineft, 
the moft delicate, the moft difficult Tafte, receive 
him, call him, invite him. The Houfes of the Great, 
the Palaces of Princes, the Cabinets of Miniftersareopen 
to the Abbe de Fleury ; he finds in them Efteem, 
Fricndfliip, Confidence. Oppofite Factions unmafk 
before him, without fearing cither the Miftakes of In- 
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difcretion, or the Perfidioufnefs of Intereft 5 he wi 
all Hearts, he obtains univerfal Approbation. 

What Schemes would a vain and ambitious Mi 
have conceived in fuch Circumftances ! With wlun 
Dreams, with what Phantoms^ of Power- and Profpc- 
rity would it have been inebriated ! The wife Man, oa 
the contrary, confines his Thoughts to the difcharging 
of his Duty, he leaves to Heaven the Care of ordcn- 
ing Fortune. When raifed to the Epifcopacy, I fee 
that learned, polite, affable, engaging Man, the Dor* 
ling of the Court, bury himfelf in the .Mountains of 
Provence. Solely taken up in maintaining Order in 
his Diocefe, in mflilling the Spirit of the Prieflhood 
into the Minds of the young Difciples, the Hope of 
the Sandluary ; in proving their Vocation ; in watch* 
ing over their Manners and their Studies ; in diving 
into the utmoft Receifes of their Bias and Inclinations $ 
in encouraging their Talents, and in employing them ; 
in informing himfelf of Abufes, and in reforming 
them; in obviating the Dangers of the Faith, and in 
removing themS in learning the Wants of his People, 
and in relieving them ; in rooting out Scandals, and 
in correding them ; in reuniting divided Families, in 
fanftifying them ; in reftoring the Decency, the Ma* 
jefty of public Worfhip, and in augmenting it 5 in 
guiding Fervour concealed in the Shade of the Deferr, 
and in perfefting it. His Tendernefs, his Vigilance^ 
fpeak him the Father, the Paftor. So natural in his Bc^ • 
haviour, folimple in his ExprefTions, you would be apt: 
to fay he has fecn no other People ; that thofe Moun- 
tains were his Cradle, that he knows no more than thef ^ 
have been able to teach him. His Talents become^ 
ufclefs to him, he forgets them, he knows them not^'^ 
Occafion requires them, he finds them again. 

The Duke of Savoy^ after feeing his Capital on the 
Point of falling under our Arms, of becoming hf. 
an unforefeen Revolution, the fatal Bound of our Tri»* 
umphs ; carried along by the Torrent of our Misfor* 
tunes, and of his SuccefTes, he penetrates into our Proj 
vinccs. How fliall the Bilhop of Frejus behave in i(A 
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^icklifli a Situation ? Fear neither the Imprudence of 
a Steadinefs too auftere, nor the Meannefs of a cring- 
iing and fearful Policy. Guided by Wifdom, he 
Ihall carry to the Duke of Savoy the Tribute of Re- 
fpeft and Complaifance that is due to all Thrones ; 
faithful to his Mafter, he will not dilhonour the French 
Name, by paying daftardly Homage to Fortune; 
; His refpeftful and prudent Behavour draw upon him 
the Eyes, and gain him the Good Graces of the Prince; 
a noble Freedom wins him his Efteem : He refufes to 
i^W himfeff his Subject, and he is not treated as an 
{Enemy ; he difarms Viftory, without fubmitting to 
Ae Viftor : By a complaifant CondudV, which Verfailles 
^approves, by a fteady Conduct, which ^urin ap- 
plauds, he fignalizes his Zeal for his King, and faves 
jjliis People from the Fury of War. 
^' Happy People, and worthy to be happy ! You 
jj^have taken Care that the Memory of this Benefit 
iijihould never die amongft you ; that through the Space 
jof Ages, it Ihould arrive to your latcft Pofterity 5 
.jithat each revolving Year ftiould bring back the Day 
jjconfecrated to your Gratitude. Your kindeft Wifhes 
jbad been fulfilled, had Heayen preferved You your Pro- 
[jtedtor. But a vafter Career was due to fo many Talents 
jithe Moment was approaching, when that fo modefl: 
nMerjt was to be unveiled before the Eyes of the 
i^whple World, and by all the Services that a Subject 
l(jcan render to his King, to fliew itfelf worthy ot all 
Jtbat a King can do for his Subjeft, 
Qj Lewis XIV. that Monarch, the Glory of his People 
SJand of his Age, the Glory of Religion and of the State, 
^more a Hero in the Decline of Years and Profpe- 
jW/y than in the Bloom of his Youth and of his Vic- 
:tories; whofe Virtue proved by Misfortune, forced 
fFortune at length to blufli at her Inconftancy, made 
Agx know her Weaknefs, taught her that it belongs to 
iiher neither to give, nor to take away true Greatnefs. 
^Lewis XIV. had feen his numerous Poftericy pafs away 
)Sk% a Shadow: Alone in his immcnfc Palaces, he feems 
flO.furvivc himfclf: His Eyes on the point of clofing 
i . C Cw 
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for ever, perceive in the Room of fo many Flowe 
cfopt in their Spring, but one Flower fcarce bio 
weak, trembling, almoft devoured by the Blaft tb 
had confumed, withered fo many flourilhing Stems, 
fecond Joajh^ the only Remnant of the Race of B 
v'ldy fnatched out of the Wrack of his auguft Houfe 
hardly able to make way through the Ruins und 
which he feemed buried. In this Child are united t 
A ffeftioos of his Heart and the Views of his Mind 
the Tendernefs of a Father, and the Projefts of 
King. O could he only by hia Leflons and Exampl 
form him in the great Art of Reigning! But Time run 
the Grave opens before the Monarch, the Grave ex 
pedis and requires him : He thinks therefore of finding 
a proper Perfon to fupply his Place with his Succeflbr. 
But on whom (hall the Choice fall of that Prince growi 
old in the Study and Knowledge of Men •, of tha 
Prince, whofe Choice of the Bofuets and Fenelons^ 
had proved and done Honour tb his Judgment? He 
fends for the Bifhop of Frejus: Td him he commi 
the Fate of his Family and Kingdom. 

Here (hould I not finifh my Difcourfe? The Ap* 
probation of the Father, and the Virtues of the Son ; 
Lewis XIV. arid Lewis XV. To have merited the 
Confidence of that King who was the Glory of France, 
to have educated for France that King who conftitutes 
the Happinefs of it : To attempt to add to this EJo- 
gium, furely were to weaken it. Indeed, if the no* 
bleft, the happielt Endeavour of the human Mind, is to 
form another Mind, what muft it be to educate a 
Prince born for the Throne ? 

But what is it to educate a Prince born for the 
Throne? It is in the Quality of a Chriftian, to imprint 
deeply on the Mind, and to eftablifli in the Heart of a 
young Prince, thofe great and fublime Maxims which 
Sc. Aiigufline fets forth with fo much Energy in his 
h:.o\i^ of the City of God: That the Greatnefs of Kings 
confifts in their remembering, that though Kings to the 
People, they are but Men before God : Si fe homines 
v:eminerint\ In maintaining the Rights of Religion as 
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adily as the Interefts of the Crown : Si fuam potejia^ 
ad Dei cultum^ majeftati ejus famulam factant. 
hat the King truly King, is not the Prince who ex- 
ds his Dominion, but he who muhiplies his Vir- 
^|taes: Not the Prince who commands the World, but 
who commands his Paflions : Not the Prince, who 
^leaves his Name in earthly Records, but he whofe 
t! Name fhall be written in the Book of Life : Not the 
* Prince whofe Fortune fulfils and prevents his Defires, 

but he who wants only God, who feeks only God, who 
1 is King only for God : SiBeumtiment^ diligunt^ colunt\ 
c ^ malunt cupiditatibus quam gentihus imperare, tales im - 
Ifiratoresfelices dicimus. 

^\ What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
^llt is in Quality of a virtuous Citizen, to engrave on 
«^the inmoft Receflts of his Soul, thofe immutable Prin- 
^ciples of Order and Equity, whence the reciprocal 
^Engagements of Empire and- Obedience, of Autho- 
Jjrity and Allegiance, of Prince and Subjeft, derive 
^their Stability, their Invariablenefs : That the People 
:are to the King, what the King is for the People ; 
|that the Prince is no lefs born to obey Reafon, than to 
■command Men ; that a Matter without Moderation 
|and without Equity, would no lefs violate the Laws of 
I Society, than a People without Submiflion, and with- 
!out Fidelity. 

' What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
It is as a faithful Subjed, to trace out to him the Roads 
of true Glory ; to tell him what never will be told him 
again, that the Purple, the Diadem borrow their 
higheft Luftre from the Brightnefs of the Virtues ; that 
Merit alone attrafts Applaufe, that Dignity extorts 
only Adulation, more difhonourable to the Prince that 
loves it, than to the Courtier that lavifhes it on him. 

What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
It is to form to him a Merit, compofed of all Sorts of 
Merits. A King has all Kinds of Duties to dlfcharge; 
be has need of all Manner of Talents and Virtues 
united, coUeded, blended in fo perfed a Mixture, that 
Mtjefty do not take away Confidence, that Affability 
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diniini(h not Refpcct ; that Authority cramp not^ 
Liberty, that Goodnefs do not weaken the Vigour to 
Command > that Juftice do not confine Clemency, 
that Lenity give no Encouragement to the Hopes of 
Impunity -, that Bravery do not difturb the Quiet of 
the Worlci, that the Love of Peace fufFer no Injury 
to the Ijiterefts and Reputation of the State •, that 
Vivacity do not precipitate the Execution of Projefts, 
that Wifdom lofe none of the rapid Moments that de- 
cide the Fate of Empires. Nay I know not but to 
reign requires all the Qualities of the Mind and of the 
Heart. Are fewer requifite tor teaching a Prince to 
reign ? I would, not venture to fay fo ; it is perhaps 
as difficult to form a great King, as to be one. 

And if it is fo difficult to educate a Prince born 
for the Throne, what muft it be to educate a Prince 
already King? ^eodofius rendered ^rcadius and Ho" 
norius docil to the LeflTons of Arfenius. A Word, a 
Look of Lewis XIV, that King, as. much King in his 
Family, as in his Kingdom, feconded the Genius of 
the Bofuets and Fenelons. A. Child, whom the Throne 
awaits, is not ignorant that he has a Mafter ; a Child 
who fills the Throne, is he ignorant that he is King? 
The Heart and the Paflions give him early Notice, 
I know not how, of his Greatnefs ; he taftes it before he 
knows it. To what Dangers is a Prince's Virtue ex- 
pofed by a too fudden Elevation ! What Genius 
fliall unite fufficient Parts, Wifdom, Prudence, Cir- 
cumfpev5lion. Dexterity, to reprove his King without 
difpleafing him ; to contradift him without provoking 
him •, to reconcile Stcadinefs with Complaifance, Au- 
thority with Refpccl, the Tone of Mailer with the 
Submiffion of Subjedt ? 

Whilft I am tracing this Sketch, every one of you 
is naming the Bifhop of Frejus. Here you fee him 
fuch as he was about our young Monarch. It was 
by no means that weak, timorous Education, that foft- 
cns, that enervates the Mind ; that gives up the Heart 
to its Defires, the Humour to its Sallies, the Ima- 
gination to its Ravings, and the Wit to its Incon- 
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ftancy ; that being only afliduous to pleafe, dares 

neither to point out Reafon, nor to perfuade Duty ; 

and is not afhamed to purchafe the Favour of an au- 

guft Pupil, at the Expcnce of his Virtues and his 

Merit. You may remember the Acclamations with 

which Europe rung, upon Sight of the King in his 

moft tender Years, in the Firft-Fruits, and as it were 

the Eflay of his Reign. Even then a Pattern of Piety^ 

of Meeknefs, of Difcretion, of that Merit which the 

Scripture looks upon as the proper Merit of Kings; 

that Fundof Wifdom and Prudence, the Merit of the 

' Underftanding 5 that Fund of Goodnefs and Hu- 

; manity, the Merit of the Heart. 

It was by no Means that gloomy, fierce, auftere 
^ Education, whereof the dull and harfh Leffons ex- 
5 tinguifh the Fire of the Imagination, vitiate the En- 
'i dowments of the Mind, and provoke the Aftivity of the 
Paffions. It was that inimitable Talent of taking away 
from Precepts their Drynel^, their Aridity •, of oc-^ 
{ cupying the Mind without fatiguing it, of fixing it 
^i without confining -it •, of inviting it by the Bait of 
ill Pleafure, of alluring it by the Taftc of Novelty, of 
g^ filling it with the Defire of knowing what it ought to 
cc learn, of infinuating rather than teaching ; of giving 
b to Difcourfes, Soul, Life, Sentiment. 
'I It was by no Means that Education of worldly and 
ia profane Wifdom, which leaves a Prince ignorant of 
IT! nothing, except of that it moft concerns him to know, 
«f the Precepts, the Principles of his Religion. Shall 
t I fay that the Bifhop of Frejus was throughly fenfible, 
u- convinced of the Truth, the Divinity, the Holinefs of 
hf the Chrijlian Faith ? Good God, to what Times haft 
thou referved us, if fuch Circumftances as thefe muft 
?: enter into his Elogy ! He had a thoufand Virtues that 
: did Honour to his Age : How melancholy a Thing 
L* it is, that the Vices and Depravation of his Age, 
:• augment the Value and Merit of his Virtues! Un- 
t happy Age, wherein Ignorance and Pride emuloufly 
• quaff the Poifon of Impiety in the Cup of SeduAion, 
' which the Paflions ^and Pleafure prefent to them ! Agp 
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pure and ingenuous Friendlhip, is he not fuffi- 
itly revenged for all the Affronts of Fortune? 
^hereas the greateft Monarch, without Friends, fhall 
re without Satisfaftions. Let Princes no more accufc 
lir Rank, their Dignity ; they have nothing to 
jbmplain of^ but their Heart. It was referved for 
iBWis, to teach Kings, that Friendfhip is by no 
[cans a Virtue, that debafes them ; that it is by no 
[cans a Happinefs denied them by Heaven. It 
ras referved for the Bifhop of FrejuSy to teach Mao- 
kind, that a Subjedt . may afpire at gaining the Heart 
!of his Mafter. 

[ Noble, and ilhiftrious Reward ! which fully fatisficd 
the Wilhes of the Bifhop of Frejusi but was not fuffi- 
cient for the Monarch's Gratitude. Being called to 
^uncil, honoured with the Roman Purple, com- 
miffioned, under the Orders of the Prince, to take 
Care of the Welfare of the State ; to complete his 
£o6d Fortune, the Cardinal de Fleury owes the 
Efteem, the Confidence of the King, only to his own 
Merit and Virtues •, he owes his Elevation^ only to 
the Efteem and Confidence of the King ; of that King, 
profound in his Defigns, impenetrable in his Projedts, 
conftant in his Refolutions ; of that King, whofe juft, 
wife, fteady, aftive, penetrating Genius fupports the 
Weight of Affairs, without Perplexity, prcfides with- 
out Trouble and without Uneafinefs, at the vaft mul- 
tiplicity of them ; of that King, whom we fee dare, 
fcorn the combined Efforts of Europe^ as far from 
fearing War out of Sofmefs, as from loving it out of 
Ambition. How many other Reigns have borrowed 
their Glory from the Genius of the Perfons called to 
the Adrpiniftration of public Affairs: In this, it is 
the Qualities of the Monarch that conftitute the Glory 
of the Minifter. The Merit of the Mafter declares 
the Merit of the Subjedl. The lefs the Cardinal p e 
Fleury was neceflary, the more glorious will it be 
for him, that fo great a King thought him ufeful for 
the Good ox his Kingdom. 

Retura 
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Return therefore. Gentlemen, return now to tl 
Cardinal de Fleury. I h^ve pointed out to you tL, 
Paths wherein he trod. Far from perceiving the Imi 
pulfes, the Intrigues, the Plots of covetous and reftlef 
Ambition, you will fee only Merit, proved in the mo' 
ticklilh Employments, fignalized by the mod importai 
Services, modeft, peaceable, quiet, content witi 
what it is, without Eagernels to attain what ic is not 
rife to Preferment, the Work of Virtue alone, ftamp'c 
with the Image and Seal of Wifdom. All good "tlAnm 
together came to me with fFifdom^ and innumerable Rkbeii 
in her Hands, 

Being now informed of the Road the Wife Man takt 
to arrive at Honours, learn from the Example of tlM 
Cardinal de Fleury, how the Wife Man renders hi 
Honours ufeful to his Country by his Talents, and b] 
the Ufe of his Talents. 
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However difficult it may be to arrive at the firft Em"* 
ployments with the Efteem and Applaufe of the Pcopl 
it is ftill more difficult to fupport than to bring a great 
Reputation. Honoured with the Confidence of the 
King, the Cardinal de Fleury is not long before te 
juftifies the Choice of the Prince by his Talents ; by 
Talents, the moft ufeful, the moft neceffary, to the 
Happinefs and Profperity of the State. 

Such a Figure as thofe Geniufes malce in the learned 
World, that are as far above the Man of Parts as the 
Man pf Parts is above tlie People ; thofe Men, whofe 
lively, fertile, elevated Imagination produces without 
Difficulty thofe happy Turns, thofe fine and delicate 
Reflexions, thofe bold Strokes, that Great, that Mov- 
ing, that Sublime, which ravifhcs, which touches, which 
tranfports, which enchants; the Beauties of their Style, 
Beauties phiin and natural. Beauties noble and exalted, 
have all theEmbellifliment, all the Ornaments of Art> 
but none of the Conrtraint and Servitude uf it. No- 
thingfavoursofEfFort, of Labour. Such in the Order of 
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iitelligences deftined to move the Springs of States, juft 
uch a Figure made the Cardinal de Fleury. 
To him Schemes prefent themfelves difcuffed, fo to 
beak, and concerted ; Affairs unraveled and laid open, 
)ifficulties cleared up and furmounted. He has been 
^n without Study, without Preparation, to diftate 
le moft important Difpatches, with a Copioufnefs, a 
) rapid Succeffion of Ideas, with a Diftincloefs and 
Lccuracy of Expreffion, with fo clofe a Concatenation, 
id Contexture of Fafts and Arguments, that he feem- 
i to read a Difpatch throughly canvaffed, correfted, 
nilhed with the Leifure of the moft deliberate Attention. 
)oes an unforefeen Event interrupt him in the Courfe 
f his Work ? He lends himfelf to a new Objed, with- 
ut quitting the former j his Mind enlarges according 
) the Neceflfity of Conjunftures ; Ideas multiply with- 
ut Confufibn ; or rather, he abandons the firft Ideas ; he 
ikes no Pains to fix them, becaufe he is not afraid of 
)fing them: Reftored to himfelf, he refumes his 
Lout without being obliged to go back, without 
danger of repeating what he has faid, or omiting what 
? has n6t. 

That which flows with fuch Impetuofity, will it not 
anifh with equal Swiftnefs? No, Gentlemen; 
Fothing gives Trouble to the Cardinal de Fleury, 
Fothing efcapt^s him. His pliant Memory, ready to 
ceive the Traces, faithful in preferving them, exadt 

1 rcprefc nting them, knows no Difference between the 
aft and the Prefent ; he fees again what he has feen, 
? hears what he has heard, he anfwers what he has an- 
gered ; what (hall have flipt out of your Remembrance, 
Fyoiir Preienfions, ofyour Interefts, of your Motives, 
f your Proceedings, you (hall find again in the Mind 
f the Cardinal de Fleury : What he once has learnt, 

2 (hall always be in Condition to impart to the Mafter 
ho taught it him. . 

Hence that Peace, that Calm, that Tranquillity, 
^hofe fmiling, gentle, amiable Impreflion diffafed 
felf around. Schemes formed, digefted by a flow 
Hid dull Meditation, leave in the Look, in the Be- 
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haviour, the Trace, and as it were the Counter-Blow or 
the painful Efforts that occafion them. The Mind, 
exhaufted falls back upon itfelf, having no longer, 
fuflicient Strength, Motion, and Life to get out of the. 
Abyfs of its profound Mufings. Did ever any one 
fee in the Cardinal de Fleury, that Air of penfivc 
and unfociable Recolleftion, of uneafy Diftraftions, 
of plodding and laborious Attention, the Lot of Men 
of narrow Capacities, who are always thinking, be- 
caufe they never think with fufficient Strength and 
Clearnefs ? At whatever Inftant you approach the. 
Cardinal de Fleury,. if you want only the Friend, 
the Citizen ; the Minifter, the Statefman difap- 
pear : Undifturbed he will lend himfelf to the Gaiety 
of Converfation, to the Amufements of Litteratufe, to. 
the Detail of News, of public and private Events, 
as if he ftood in^need of fomewhat to prevent the 
Spleen, or to fill up the Gaps of an ufelefs or unoc- 
cupied Life. 

. Hence that Strength, that conftant and unalterable Vi- 
gour of Mind and Conftitution. In thofe exalted Stations, 
there is Danger of a fudden Fall. Thofe Trees that arc 
fituated on the Summit of the Mountain, and fo con- j 
ririually fiiaken by the Storm and Tempeft, are fooa ; 
rooted up, and cover the Earth with their Ruins ; the [ 
inceflant Struggle undermines, confumes, and drains ^ 
the Source of Life in their Veins. The Cardinal de 
Fleury, Mafter of the great Art of giving himfelf 
fucceflively to Labour and Reft, of afluming and lay- 
ing afide at Pleafure the ferious Fart of Schemes and 
Bufinefs, experienced the Truth of thefe Words of 
Scripture : That the Sleep of the truly wife Man is 
a fweet, a peaceful Sleep ; a Sleep of the Soul as well 
as of the Body ; a Sleep, which, with the Blood, re- 
vives and renews the Mind : Thou Jhalt lie down^ and 
thy Sleep Jhall be fweet. And indeed we have feen him 
carry to the moft advanced Age, the Fire of Youth, 
the Sallies of Imagination \ the Flowers of the Spring 
beyond tlie Autumn : A merry Heart doth good like a i 
Medicwe^ faith the Scripture : // rhaketh a gay old Age. \ 

As 



As for him. Time flow*d without leaving any Trace 
[)f Its Paffage ; 'each Day reftored, brought back to 
him, what the preceding had taken from him. He 
had almoft accuftomed us to doubt, whether he was 
not excepted from the common Law : And after fo 
long a Life, his Death had all the Wonderful of a Pro- 
digy : He died in a good old Age. 

Hence that impenetrable Secrecy. Too often 
Statefmen, the moft diftruftful, the moft cautious, fuf- 
Ter themfelves to be guefled at, if they do not difcover 
Jiemfelves j they fignify their Secret, if they do not 
•eveal it ; their Projefts, their Fears, their Hopes are 
"cad in their Looks, in their very Silence 5 they fay 
Nothing, and they conceal Nothing. In vain fhall 
|rou feek the Secret of State, on the Countenance of 
the Cardinal de Fleury. To judge of the Situation 
of the Veffel, by the Conduft of the Pilot, it fails on 
a Sea unruffled by the fmalleft Blafts ; it is gently car- 
ried along by the Courfe of a River, that glides with 
an uniform Motion. What the Cardinal de Fleury 
bas a Mind to hide from the Sufpiciqns, from the 
Conjeftures of Curiofity, he forgets, without forget- 
ting it: His Memory opens to receive it; it Ihuts 
igain, in order not to reftorc it, but when he fhall 
require it. Thus eafed of the Weight of the Secret, 
be is fubjecl neither to the Danger of telling it, nor to 
the Difficulty of keeping it. 

Hence that Extent, that infinite Variety of Knowledges. 
Commerce, Finances, War, the Marine, Juftice, Reli- 
gion, the Fundions and Prerogatives of Offices, the 
Rights of the Prince and the People, all thefe he was 
obliged to infpeft ; all thefe he knew, as one ought to 
know them in thofe firft Polls, wherein a particular Ge- 
nius ceafes to be Judgment and Reafon -, he knew them 
by great Principles, by general Views. What moft con- 
cerned him to know, who knew it fo much, and fo well as 
He? To weigh the refpedbivePower of States, to examine 
the Intercfts of Princes, to ftudy their Pretenfions, to 
diftinguifh their Rivalries and Jcaloufies, to fee through 
the Veils wherewith they cover their ambitious Con- 
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du6t, to be thorough Matter of the Manners, the Bi 
the Humour, the Genius of Nations, to the vcr 
Nanacs, Talents and Capacity of the particular Perfc 
of Eminence in every State. It might be faid of t 
Cardinal de Fleury, that he dwellfed in all Parts 
Europe, that he was educated in all the Courts, that 
treated with all the Minifters, that he converfed wi 
all the learned Men, that he aflitted at all the Counci 
The Ambaffador arrived at Verfailles, doubts in fo 
fort whether he has left Romej Vienna^ London^ 
drid ; whether he fpeaks to one of his own Prince' 
Minifters, or to the Minifter of the King to whom 
is fent. And this Knowledge, the moft neceflary, n 
verthelefs fo uncommon in thofe that know the moft 
the Knowledge of Men, was it not the Knowledge 
the Cardinal de Fleury ? In a Moment^s Convcrfa' 
tion, Converfation feemingly general, indifferent, 
has pierced into the moft fecret Reccffes of your Hea 
Counfel in the Heart of Maft is like deep Water ^ but 
Man of Underftanding will draw it out. Equally del 
trous in concealing his own Projeds and in penetrati 
into your Defigns, perhaps there was no Man lefi 
known than the Cardinal de Fleury 5 no Man wh 
knew other Men better. 

To fo many Talents of Wit and Genius, add the Ta 
lents of clear and enlightened Reafon, of true and foum 
Policy ; that Talent without which Talents are nothingi 
that of employing and rendering them ufeful to t 
Country. . What Minifter ever (hewed himfelf fo de-* 
voted to the public Felicity ? Scarce has the King d^ 
clared that he will govern the Kingdom himfelf by tte 
Counfels of the Bifhop of Frejusy when the Spirit of 
Mildnefs and Moderation prefides over the Fate ci 
the EmpirCj and over the Fortune of the Citizen. The 
Debts of the State, the moft ancient Debts, Debts often 
refufed, atlaft forgotten, are difcharged with the moft 
religious Exaftnefs. Confidence revives. Money cir- 
culates. What Schemes are devifed, and executed for 
clearing the public Funds, without incroaching upon 
Individuals! No Variation in the Coin i this fo delicate 
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rticle, the Objeft of fo many Rcmonftrances, Petiti* 
IS, Defires, which wc had almoft ceafed to wifli, be- 
ufe we durft not prcfume to hope it, in the Courfe of 
many Years, in fo critical Conjanftures, fufFers no At- 
ck. Commerce rcfts upon a folid Bafis, upon an im- 
oveable Prop ; Knavery has no more Hopes, Honefty 
>thing to fear. The Officer, the Soldier, no longer 
•rtiplain of their too long delayed Payments. 1 he 
fferent Bodies of the State are maintained in their 
ights and Prerogatives, confined within their Bounds 
id Limits, united by the Bonds of Concord. If any un- 
refeen Commotion threaten to difturb die Harmony, 
' dcftroy the Equilibrium ; in the Hands of Cardinal 
E Fleury the Thunder roars, it foretels its Ap- 
•oach by faint and glimmering Flaflics ; it forthwith 
hufli'd. The Cardinal de Fleury does not give 
7ay, he does not yield, but he takes another Courfe 
' arrive at the fame Goal ; he ufes only Perfuafion, and 
fuccefsful. The Motion of Authority is fo gentle, fo 
ipefceptible, that it is not felt ; fo ftrong is it, fo 
werful, that it is not refitted. 
To paint and charafterize the Genius and Talents of 
Statefman, have I then only to prefent to you that 
ill Uniformity of fo peaceable an Adminiflration ? 
.h! Gentlemen, the Cardinal de Fleury will 
>t envy fome^Minifl:ers, greedy of Reputation, the 
kdv^ntage of figri^lizing rhemfelvcs, by tumultuous 
chemes, by bold Defigns, by vaft Enterprizes ; of in- 
oducing on the Stage of the World, moving Scenes 
'hereof they themfelves are the Aftors and Authors ; of 
nitating thofc Torrents, thofe Combuftions, that leave 
le Remembrance of their Paflage in the Wrack and 
luin of Empires. Ic has been faid, happy the Nation, 
^hofe Annals fhall not amufe Pofterity with bloody 
devolutions ! I add, truly great, and worthy eternal 
^ve the Minifter, whofe Hiftory (hall formStarefmen 
«ily in the Art of rendering Nations happy! It mult 
e owned, that the maintaining a long Peace, docs not 
Iraw popular Acclamations and Applaufes ; the Nation 
njoys its Happinefs, without perceiving it. Peace is 
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the Health of the State, a Bleffing never duly prizec^ 
till its Lofs comes to be regretted. The Cardinal d 
Fleury knows not that Love of falfe Glory, tlu 
Foible, or let us better term it, the Littlenefs of grea 
Men. What does it concern him that his Talents ari 
unknown ? He wifhes that the Happinefs of the Stati 
may render them ufelefs. 

Bat fo far from being ufelefs, how neceflary were 

they? That long Peace, that darkened them in the 

Eyes of the Vulgar how much dowS it heighten their 

Luftre in the Eyes of the Philofopher ? And inde© 

who knows whether it was not harder for that great, t 

mighty Genius, whom impartial Pofterity (hall con 

fider as the firft Author of our Viftories and Conquefts 

who knows I fay, whether it was not harder for him t\ 

preferve our Succefles than to prepare them ? The M^ 

ment you rife upon the Ruins of a too dreaded Power, 

you become the Objedt of Terror, you fucceed to t 

Hatred it infpired. Political Intereft divides what i 

had united ; it had armed Nations in your Behalf, 

order to hinder your Fall ; it arms them agaijift you, ii 

order to prevent your Defigns, Hence, in all Ag 

that Flux and Reflux of Monarchies, exalted and brou 

low, upheld and overturned, by the Efforts of t 

People united at firft to defend, and afterwards to d 

ftroy them. Hence the Solution of that Political Pn 

blem, that Empires begin to draw near their Fa 

as foon as they arrive at too blazing a Profperity ; snST 

that the Inftant of their Glory brings on the Moment 

their Ruin. But under Lewis XIII die Houfe 

Aujlria threatened Europe with approaching Slavery 

nndtvLewis XV Ambition fruitful in Impoftures, 

order to attain to the Reality of a Power fatal to Europe^ 

prefented to us the -odious Phantom of it. I now be| 

leave to afk You, wherein Forritude, Aftivity, Su" 

liiDityof Underftanding and Genius are more difplay'd?f 

In condudling Confederacies, or in hindering them j i 

colleding Clouds and Vapours in order to raife a Storni|| j 

or in difpeliing them -, in exciting Sufpicions, or in pre^ 

venting them j in kindling Jealoufics, or in qucnchl 

them t 
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;m; in ftirring up Europe 'Sigzinit the Heirs of 
^bilip II, or in making it forget the Succefles of 
^vis XiV, and in Love wit^i the Power of his Suc- 

lor. 

Run over, Gentlemen, run over in Mind the 
knnals of the Monarchy, the Epochs glorious to 
^rance ! Shall you find one that equals the Pom p, the 
tplendor of the Speftacle that the Congrefs of Soijfons 
wefents to us ? Rome faw once fuch another ; and placed 
bat Day in the Number of her happieft Days: But 
K^wtf.attrafted'by Fear, the forced Homage of Nati- 
m% terrified and trembling at the too neighbouring Dan- 
ger of becoming a Prey to her violent and tyrannical 
Jfurpations. The Ambafladors of the feveral Powers 
f Europe y come willingly into France '^ but another 
^.ttraftive guides them, the AttraAive of Confidence 
nd Efteem. No more of thofe Jealoufies, no more of 
cio(e nice Pundtilios of Precedency. The Cardinal 

> E Fleury feems not fo much to affift at that auguft 
Lffcmbly, as Ambaffador Plenipotentiary of France^ 
5 to prefide in it as Head of tht Sen^itt of Europe. 
Jo more of thofe Diftrufts fo deftruftive of the Union, 
tid Concord of the World. Every Nation intrufts 
im with the Secret of its Views, of its Defigns, of its 
cars, of its Hopes. The King calls hini to attend his 
ferfon: Foreign Miniftcrs follow him. What new 
ind of Glory to Fr^/;^^! which, ever feared, wanted but 

> be loved! Behold then the Ambafladors of fo many 
tates, behold them united under the Shadow of that 
'hrone, whereof at the Beginning of the Century, they 
id confpired, almoft: expedled the Ruin ; no more to 
ive into its Views, to provide againft its Defigns, to 
>read in their own Country, the Hatred and Terror 
Fthe French Name: but to be more at hand to receive 
ue and difinterefted Counfels; to proclaim to the 
^orld that Heaven has beftowed on France^ a King 
3m for the Happinefs of all Kingdoms ; that Heaven 
is beftowed on France a Minifter worthy of his King. 
'oo happy were the Land, had it always fuch Kings, 
W it always like Miniftcrs! But can the Land enjoy 
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Its Happinefs? Can it perferve it? Are there 
Mounds that can rcllrain the Licence and Audacioui 
of the Paflions ? Or to talk in a truer Strain : Provi 
dence mocks at the Projefts of Men ; and to teach 
that in vain the ftrong Men of Judah watch roui 
about Sion^ if the Lord watch not with them, and 
them; it permits Peace faddenly to bring forth 
Furies of War. 

That magnanimous Prince whom we faw rife to d 
Throne by his Merit, adorn it with his Virtues ; qi 
it, difdain it, when in order to continue the King 
his People, he muft have ceafed to be the Father of itj 
that Prince united to France by the mod facred Ticsj 
the Defires of his Country call him ;. Cabals, inteftir 
Faftions, conducted, fomented, fupported, embolc 

ened But let us forget Events revenged by 

Succefs of War, made amends for by the Advantage 
of Peace. 

L^«;w commands: the Cardinal deFleur^ make 
the Forces take the Field. Now the Rhine and tl 
To flow under our Dominion ; two Battles won in lifHi 
ly\ Prince Eugene an idle Speftator of our Conquefts 
the Empire open and defencelefs, promife and mx 
way for new Triumphs. But the Contagion of Profpcrii 
ty has no Power over the Wife Man : Though N( 
ceflity (hall fometimes oblige him to War ; his Defii 
fays Sr. Juguftine^ fhall be eternally for Peace. Paui 
debet habere Voluntas^ Bellum Neceffitas. The Model 
tion of the Viftor fufpends, flops Viftory in its moj 
rapid Career*, pacified jE«r^/>tf regains its Calm ai 
Qljiet. With Peace return the Sweets, the Advan» 
tages of Peace -, the Monarqh true to his Word, fuffci 
not the Hard(hips of War to extend beyond tl 
Bounds of the War ; Taxes vanifh ; France would foi 
that fhe was obliged to fight, if the iGlory and the Fr 
of her Viftories recalled it not to her Remembrance. 

How unequal am I, Gentlemen, to fiiid Ex-j 
preflions worthy of the Event, to tranfmit to futui 
Ages, what we have feen, what perhaps we admi 
not fufficiently, becaufe we have feen it ? The Hi 
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ji Aujiria was going to Ruin before its Head ; its 
iLrmics without Soldiers, without Officers; its Domi- 
lions without Treafure, without Councils, as a Prey to 
Difcord, laid open to the Ottoman^ an eafier Career, 
kan thq Bajazets^ Solymans^ and Selims had been able 
¥f fo many Battles and Vidtories. By the Command, 
mder the Au(pices, of rfie King, the Cardinal de 
?LEURY lends his Genius to the Prefervation of Chrijl- 
mdom ; both Empires commit their Interefts to Jiim : 
rJe fets Bounds, which the Audacioufnefs of the Vic- 
or fhall not preltjme to furpafs ; he didates a 
Treaty, which the lefs fuccefsful Nation accept^ with 
?lcafure, and without Shame: The Conditions are 
bttled with fo much Wifdom, that the one finds in 
hem the Value of their Toils and Triumphs, the other 
inds in Peace Advantages proper to confole them for 
he Misfortunes of War. 

Juft God, thofe Strokes of magnanimous and dif- 
nterefted Zeal, are engraved in the Book wherein thou 
vriteft the Fate of Empires! Hatred, Jealoufy, 
Jmbrages, Sufpicions, unjuft Diftrufts, a thoufand 
Private Interefts covered with the Cloak of common In- 
sreft, fill Europe with Trouble and Confufion. You 
:e that Houfe efcaped from Wrack, elated with fome 
ucceffes, attempt to force us to regret our Generofity, 
3 repent of having enabled them to forget 6ur Fa- 

ours. Confound, punijh My Heart forms 

Viflies n[\ore worthy to be heard in the Sanftuary — 
-ord, command the Winds and Waves, and Calm 
iiali take Place of the Tempeft. May the hoftile 
^owers remember, that in their Diftrefs France was 
lieir Refuge, No^ may they forget it ! The Remcm- 
rance of paft Misfortunes provokes Pride ; and Jea- 
>ufy pardons not Services, when they fpeak fo much 
trength and Power. 

A Minifter guided by thofe great Views of wife and 
irtuous Policy, Ihould have belyed all his Principles, 
ad he neglected the Interefts of Religion, brought low 
•y our fo many fatal Divifions ? Days of Prefumption 
nd Indocility, when through a Refinement of. Com- 

E ^ '^\\'\^C'^ 
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pliance and of profound Diffimulation, Error, ext 
five and daring in her Projefts, timorous and cautic 
in her Procedure, condemns the Church, and quitsi 
not 5 acknowledges Authority, and fubmits not; fcor 
the Yoke of Subordination, and (hakes it not off; 
verences the Paftors, and follows them not ; impel 
tibly loofes the Bonds of Unky, and breaks them not 
without Peace and without War, without Revolt 
without Obedience. 

^ _ * 

I Stop (Holy Religion, thou knoweft it!) contt 
with groaning in Silence, under the Misfortunes of Sk 
with recalling by my Wifhes, my Sighs, fugitive Peac 
Union, Concord, Simplicity ; I lend my Voi( 
trembling and with Regret, to recount thy Dangers 
thy Calamities ! So far would I be from perpetuatii 
the Remembrance of them, that I fhould chufe 
bury them in eternal Oblivion ; were it allowable 
defraud my Audience of that Portion of the Glory 
Cardinal de Fleury, which was not fo much 
Glory as yours. 

By what Inftances of Docility did he fignalize 

Purity, the Integrity of the Faith? With what Streq 

of Expreflion did he paint in the Writing, wherein 

drew his laft Will, his perfed Sabmiflion to the lai 

Decifions of the Church ; his lively and tender ThanI 

fulnefs for the Favour Heaven had vouchfafed him, 

prefer ving him from his Youth up from every 

Jurement of Novelty ? With what profound Revcrem 

was he affefted for the Head of the Church ? Hot 

many Times was he heard to confefs, to acknowled[ 

that the Church of J E S U S C H R I ST, is the Churc 

built upon Peter i that the Roads of Separation, 

but Roads of Error and Falfhood ; that the Bran( 

Jives no longer than it continues joined to the Stock 

that Reafoningis the Amufement of the Philofoph( 

Obedience the Chriftian*s Portion ? When honourec 

with the King's Confidence, did he forget the Decij 

fion of St. Augufiine^ that if the Citizen frequenti] 

owes only his Example to Religion, Kings, and Kinj 

Miniflers, owe alfo their Zeal to it. 

Hoi 



^ How many Stumbling-blocks and Precipices arc 
lere in the Road of Zeal ! How hard is it to walk 
Iways with an equal Pace, between the two Extremes 
a Zeal that ads with two great Impetuofity, and 
Zeal which fufFers with two much Indulgence! There 
Hazard in exafperating Men's Minds, all is loft by 
IjOt reftraining them. * What may not be hoped from 
rime, what is not to be feared from it ? As Zeal with 
/igour and Authority prevents the Progrefs of Se- 
KiiJ'ion, and over-awes the Temerity of the Seducer^ 
\ Zeal with Mildnefs and Moderation, wins, touches, 
krings back to Reafon, Minds already feduced. 

Buf what was the Zeal of the Cardinal de Fleury? 
PVc are ignorant what the united Interefts, the Inte- 
bfts infeparable of the Church and State enjoined him 
in a thoufand Occafions. What we know is, that he 
bved Religion, that he loved Peace : That what 
^Varmth and Adivity aninlated his Zeal, had no other 
'ihjcd: than to maintain, to defend Religion ; that 
rhat Mildnefs and Modejration governed his ZeaJ, had 
o other Objeft than to promote, to preferve Peace. 
Vhat we know is, that what Vigour and Steadincfs he 
iewed, frequently proceeded only from his Love for 
•tace ; he puniflied, that by a Beginning of Severity, 
e might fave himfelf the Neceflity of punilhlng more 
iverely ; that what Mildnefs and Moderation he (hew'd, 
ften had its Source in the Love of Religion : He 
iought to ferve it better by feeming lefs to ferve it. 
Vhat we know is, that his Intentions were pure and 
pright ; That the Temper, the Charadler of his Soul, 
^as Peace, Meeknefs, Charity -, of Confequence, that 
ad any Imperfeftion mixed with his Zeal, he would 
ave had fome Inconliderable Defcdls, only becaufe he 
ad great Virtues, that his Heart would be fufficient 
> juftify his ConduA. 

What we know is, that under the Miniftry of Car- 
inal DE Fledry, the Wounds of the Church began 
>clofe. Tranquillity to revive, the Epifcopacy to unite, 
le Clergy to return to Order and Subordination, the 
lock to hear the Voice of the Paftors, the Allurements 

E 2 ^^ 
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of Sedudtion to lofe Ground, vain Prodigies to difa] 
pear, the learned Univerfuies to fubmit to Authorit 
the Education of Youth to be committed to Men 
pure and found Doftrine ; Communities diftinguil 
ed by Virtues and Talents, to give Example of Si 
miffion ; Mens Wifs to fhun the Heats and Anim< 
fiiies of Difpute, their Hearts to refume the Love 
Peace and Unity. What we know is, that whateve 
Services he did to Religion, they never fulfilled tl 
Extent of his Zeal and D^fires. 

You needs muft own, Gentlemen, that fo man] 
Labours to eftablifli, to preferve, to augment the Peac 
the Tranquillity, the Happinefs of the Church 
State, would have exhauftcd the Talents, and ftinu 
the Adivity of any other Genius. But the grcatt 
Empire is not vaft enough for the Head and the Hes 
of Cardinal de Fleury : So vigilant, fo eager is 
to ftifle the Seeds of Difcord in thtir Birth, to en 
them in their Bud, that he extends his Cares whitberfo 
ever he is called by the plaintive Cries of Peace, dil 
turbed by flital DifTcnfions, or alarmed by tumultuoi 
Commotions, the Prefages and Firfl:- Fruits of Warl 
Deftined to be the Bond of Nations, the Pcace-make 
of Europe \ the Authority his King gives him o^ 
one, he dedicates to the Happinefs of all Nations 
And fo all Nations have but olc Language. Tl 
the Temples refound with Prayers for the Lite ani 
Health ; here the Academies with Elogies, to ii 
mortalize the Virtues of that wife Minifter. His Pm 
went out throughout all the Provinces. 

And I need not be afraid to fay, that in proportioi 
as he fliall advance, as he fhall remove from us, ii 
the Order and Succeffion of Ages, each Day will aug 
ment the Glory of his Name. And this Manjball wtf 
greater and greater. At the Moment that deprives « 
of chem, thofc great Men ftrike our Eyes too near. I 
is with them, as with thofe Statues deftined to adon 
public Edifices, to decorate the Fronts of Temple 
and Palaces ; their Beauties, their Features, the Juft 
nefs of the Proportions, . are not difcovered, do no 

fliLm 
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line but at the proper Diftance. Would we then at the 
3ole of this fecond Parr, pafs an impartial Judgment 
the Genius, the Talents, the Succefles of the Cardi- 
fmal DE Fleury ? Let us forget that we have fcen 
Iftim, that. To to fpeak, we ftill fee him : Let us 
iftlot out of our Remembrance, what will perifli fwal- 
Sbwed up in the Abyfs of Time ; let us dare to be 
Wifintereftcd Pofterity, without Prejudices and without 
^Paffions. After having put the Diftance of fome Cen- 
turies betwixt us and the Cardinal de Fleury, placed 
jn that point of View ; let us confider, under his Mi- 
liiftry, France^ at Home, peaceable, quiet, fubmiflive, 
■knowing no Revolutions and domeftic Calamities ; 
Abroad, more noted for her Good Offices, than {he 
formerly was for her Viftorics, holding in her Hand 
the Balance of Juftice. predding over the Motions of 
Europe : Our King, King of one People, the Father 
■^nd Umpire of all Nations, deciding their Quarrels, 
reconciling their Interefts ; here banifhing the Parti-- 
alities of ah allied Republic ; there reftoring to the 
lawful Sovereigns, the Ifland of Cor/lea^ fubdued by 
the Force of his Arms^ pacified by the Wifdom of 
his Councils : Vienna and Conjlantinople^ the Eaft and 
xhtWeJty defiring to have no other Arbiter of their DiflTer- 
cnces, no other Guarantee of their Treaties : A great 
King, placed by the Hand of Peace, upon a Throne, 
a Reward and Equivalent for that which he facrificed 
to the Dt^fire of Peace ; Lorain added to our Empire ; 
the Race of Jnjou, at laft feated on the Throne of Na- 
j)les and S icily ^ confoling the Nemours and the Lautrecs^ 
avenging Lewis XII, and Francis I, of the Injuries 
of Fortune ; the Princes of the Empire, who, of all 
their Rights, had none remaining but the frivolous 
Advantage of colouring their Servitude by a befpoken 
Vote, and of naming a Matter, whom they durft not 
refpfe, reinftated in the Liberty of .chufing a Head of 
the Empire to their Mind v the Name of Lewis XV, 
more powerful than the Batalions of Lewis XIV, give 
to Charles V a Succcfibr that is not of his Blood. 
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Let us view thofe great State Strokes, thofc Maftcr- 
pieces of Genius and Policy ; let us view them with the 
fame Eye with which they will be viewed by Pofterity, 
If the Cardinal de Fleury had fome DefciJb, and 
fome lie doubtlefs had, for he was a Man ; if by ^ Fate ^ 
not uncommon to our greateft Minilters and to our 
greateft Kings, there were reckoned among his Days : 
fome not quite fo fortunate ; thofe flight Stains, worn 
out imperceptibly by Time, or covered by his many j 
Succefles and Profperities, will efcape the Obfervation ; 
of the moft penetrating. The Name of the Cardinal 
DE Fleury (hall appear with the great Names of the 
d^Amboifes^ the Ricbelieus^ the Mazarins^ and (hall 
not be eclipfed by them ; that wife Minifter (hall live for 
ever in our Records, fo much the more refpcfted, that 
to the Example of Honours obtained by Merit and Scr- j 
vices, of Honours fupported by Talents, he added the 
Example of Honours illuftrated by Virtues, the third 
and laft Charafter of the Wife Man fupcrior to Fortune* 

PART III. 

Vani(h therefore, mortified, confuted, the unjuft 
Perfuafion, that Virtue does but ill fupport Honours 
and Dignities ; or, that it does not fupport itfelf by 
them. You have fecn the Genius, the Talents, the 
Services of the Cardinal de Fleury; now let me in- 
treat you to ftudy his Virtues. His Manners, his Beha- 
viour, did they change with his Fortune? Favour ufu- 
ally fo haughty, fo contemptuous, loft it not with him 
its Haughtinefs, its Vain-glory, its Empire? 

I know not by what Fatality it happens, that Pride 
fteals more eafily into the Minds of Men who become, 
than into the Minds of thofe who are born Matters, Ar- 
biters of the public Deftiny. Is it becaufe after having 
been obliged to cringe in order to rife, they feck Satif- 
faftion for the Homages they payed, in the Homages they 
receive, and chufe to fell Favour as dear as it coft them? 
Is it that their Elevation prefents to them a more flat- 
tering Spectacle ? Men who fuccced to the Titles and 

Employ* 
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Employments oFthrir Anceftors, fee in their Greatncfs' 
only the Happmefs of their Birch ; Men who have ac- 
quired it, read in it the Succefs, the Triumph of their 
Merit and of their Talents. Is it that the Eyes of Men 
born in Splendor, are left liable to be dazzled by a 
Luftre upon which their firft Looks have fallen ; that 
the Habit, allow me the Expreffion, that the Habit of 
being Great makes Grandeur familiar to them ; that it 
is peculiar only to Novelty to afFe<5t, to move the Paf- 
lions of the Heart, and that a Man muft quit his Sta- 
tion, in order to be fit to reflcd on it? Be this as it will, 
thofe lUufions of Self-Love and Vanity, inftilled none 
of their Poifon into the Sour of the Cardinal de 
Fleury; he had purchafed Preferment by no Mean- 
nefs, he fupports it without Pride and without Haugh- 
tinefs. 

AfFabJe, modeft, engaging, what had he in common 
^ith thofe imperious Minifters, Imitators of the Jftatic 
Jomp and Haughtinefs, fevcr'd from the Multitude by 
liamparts, which Affiduity and Perfeverance cannot 
penetrate till after a thoufand redoubled Efforts -, whofe 
Cabinet, like the Throne of Ahafuerus^ furrounded 
with Barriers not to be o*er-leap*d without Danger, are 
a Sanduary, whence the Divinity that inhabits them, 
excludes the profane People; and admits none but a 
few Worlhipers, who frequently reap no other Fruit of 
their Forwardnefs, than the difmal Diftindtion of read- 
ing in thofe dark and fupercilious Vifages, the Unea- 
finefs their troublefome Prefence occafions them? To 
arrive at the Cardinal de Fleury, was a Man ex- 
pofed to the Rebuffs of a difdainful Crowd of Subal-' 
terns, who placed at the Gate of the Temple of For- 
Uine, open or Ihut the Paffages at their Pleafure, and 
proud in proportion to, the Rank of the Made;- they 
ferve, render Favours more diiScult to be afked than 
:>btained ? 

Eafy was his Accefs, Audiences he promifed with 
Pleafure, granted without Hefitation and without Delay, 
prolonged without Shagreen and without Wearinefs \ 
*vcry Man had Liberty of opening his Claims, of fup- 



porting his Pretenfions, of fctting forth his Views, 
Projeds, of urging, ofinfifting, of contradifting c 
and complaining. Timorous Modefty wis prefcnd; 
encouraged ; if there remained any Fear, there was 
thing apprehended but a Miftake ; for they who 
fought the Minifter, having found the Citizen, fim 
cafy in his Manner, remained fluftuating in an Ui 
certainty, at the unheard of Contraft of Power 
out Pomp, of Elevation without Haughtinefs, of Ai 
thority without RepuHe, without Difdain, wi 
thiat commanding Air of Empire and Dominion, tl 
fometimes makes the Qxirtier more timorous 
the Minifter, than before the Monarch. No 
praftifed more litterally than the Cardinal de Fleur: 
the Precept of Scripture ; Tou are above tbenij he as 
of them. If thou be made the Maftery lift not up tbyfi 
but be among themy as one of the reft. 

What Charms, what Delight, were diffufed through 
his Convcrfation, by that affable, eafy, engaging Witi 
that well-bred, good-natured, courteous Behavidurj 
that Turn of thinking, that Gift of Expreffion, thai 
Talent of painting, of relating ; that delicate and pro^ 
found Knowledge of Decorum, to which alone it be- 
longs, topreferve, to keep»up in Society, the cnchan^ 
ing Conjiinftion of Refpeft and Freedom, of mut 
Civility and Deference : that fo attentive Study of 
Charafter, of the Humour, of Connexions, of Inti 
efts, that a Man had never to fupport with the Ctf 
dinal de Fleurv the perplexed Part of a StrangcTti 
or of an Unknown ; that he fpoke to every one in 
own Language, that he put every one in a Situati 
of tafting, of partaking the Amufement of the 
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verfation. Such a Model was he of the perfedt Cour- 
tier, that to fee him, one would have thought it had 
been his Intereft to pleafe all ; but would never have 
fufpedted, that he was the Man, whom it was the Iih 
terc'ft of all to pleafe. 

What fhall I fay of that fo perfeft, fo conftant, b t 
unalterable Evenncfs of Temper? Very different fro* i 
thofe capricious Men, who rcferving to themfclves aU r 
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Iwects, all the Advantages of Authority, reVcflge 
felves on you for the Cares, the Troubles thac 
d it i Men whole Moments mud be ftudied, with 
n a Favour is a thoufand Times paid before 
received. The Cardinal db Fleury does not 
le you with his Joy, nor with his Grief; with 
uccefs, nor with his Uneafinels. He always /peaks 
the fame Politcnefs, he hears with the fame 
nee, he anfwers with the fame Mildnefs, he de-* 
with the fame Tranquillity, ^/ofi Anfwer ■ ' > ■ 

teous Lips Pleafant fFords. The Citfecn^ 

ige, the Philoibpher, in the Calm and Peace of a 
ry Life, experience continually the whimfical Re- 
ions and the Power of Humour ; in the Buftle^ 
le Agitation of the Miniftry, the whole Life of 
Cardinal de Flsurv, was hardly one Day with- 
;iouds and Tempefts. . 

were but a fmall Matter to have avoided the kock& 
laughtinefs and Severity, he.Ihews himfelf no le(s 
rom Intereft and Covetoufnefs. Like Samuel^ he 
t challenge the aiTembled Tribes, to reproach him 
ufurped Riches ; the Kingdom would lift up its 
I to extol his Virtue : And they faid^ thou baft not de^ 
ed usy nor opprejfed us, neither baft thou taken ought 
f Matis Hand. Being Difpenfcr of Favours, Dif- 
er of Employments, he gives without receiving, 
fpofes without retaining ; the Riches of the State 
into his Hands, but do not remain in them. After 
my Years Favour, he fees nothing la this vaft 
ire that he can call his own. As a Stranger in 
ountry, without Abode, without Houfe, with- 
bffeffion, without Heritage, he neglefts to make 
^ Favours, he never thinks of providing againft 
evolutions of Fortune. If a Minifter of fo many 
es and Talents, could have merited a Difgracc \ 
a King of fo much Wifdom and Underftanding, 
been capable of a Caprice ; an Inftant left the 
nal DE Fleury, adorned indeed with niore Ti- 
buc by .his Tides, and by his Honours, not fo 
s when he firftappeared at Court. 
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This Difintereftednels, Gentlbmek, fisems tfaiT' 
Mafter-piece of a great, a noble, a generous Mind>, 
Buc you fee only tlie Outfide and the Surface ; I fluftl 
now lay befpre you the Infide and Principle of it. b^ -\ 
is not only Equity, which regards the puUic Riches | 
for then it were not fo much a Virtue pra&ifed, as i| 
Vice avoided ; it were a Virtue worthy our Encomiuim^ 
only becaufe it is rare -, and what Honour it did to 
Man, would turn to the Shame and Dilhonour ctf Hq«' 
inanity. But it is a noble, a generous Contempt o0 
Wealth. How fhould he call greedy Eyes upon thi 
public Riches, when he ftrips himfelf of his own Prk 
perty^ when he gives up what belongs to him ? Hor 
Ihould he be tempted to appropriate that which doos 
not. It is an Attachment to the ftrifbft Decorum of 
his Station. He was a Bifhop, devoted tt> a Miniftry' 
of Modefty and Simplicity ; he was honoured with die 
Confidence of the King, called to a Miniftry of Do- 
minion and Authof ity. Inftruded, enlightened by Ro* 
ligion, be conceives diat that outward Bomp and Splen* 
dor, which were perhaps prudent and reafboable i|i a 
Minifter confined to the Management of. political Af« 
fairs, is not enjoined a Minifter divided between the 
Throne and the Altar. Satisfied that Modefty docs^ 
not debafe Authority, and that it does Honour to the 
Epifcopacy ; in his Train, his Equipages, his Fumi- I 
ture, his Apartments, his Table, he iets fixamjpks of 
Simplicity, worthy the Imitation of the moft Rrvent 
Prelates. Now to a Peribn void of felfilh and vaia 
Defires, can Riches have any Allurement ? The Car- 
dinal DS Fleury fcoms too much to uic th^m, to be 
liable to wifti for them. 

No, I am wrong ; there were fbme Momrats, ibme 
Situations, wherein he wilhed to be rich. Eafy to be 
moved with the Cafe of the Unfortunate, he feels dU 
the Miferies he hears an Account of; his Heart opens 
to compaflionate, his Hand opens to relieve them. Is 
the Lands of his Benefices, he receives only to givei 
he feems not lb much a Mafter who oolle^, as a 
Father who diftributes. AH over the KiBgdom, hom 
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ttanjr Families redeemed from Want and Defpair ? How 
imwfij Merchants fuppcMted upon the Brink of Ruin ? 
: fiow many Communities retrieved, or faved from their 
' Ifall ? How many Cities, how many Provinces, fkall 

?Feierve eternal Monuments of his pious Liberality ? 
lien, then indeed. Riches acquired fome Value in his 
Eyes. The moft moderate Fortune is fufficient for his 
^^fires ; tte vafleft Opulence were not fo fufficient for 
£s Charity; always too much for himfelf, never 
€D0ugh fdl* the Poor. When hb own Funds are ex- 
JuRifted, an Intereft, more noble, more honourable than 
Bifintereftedneis, takes PoiTeflion of his Soul ; he brings 
to the Foot of the Throne the Sighs, the Tears of the 
People. WhataSpedacle! The Minifter fo eameft in 
aiking, the King fo eafy, fo ready to grant ; Charity 
fsrms Petitions, Charity hears them ; it pronf)pts the 
Heart of the SubjeA to (peak, and fpeaks to the Heart 
of the gaffer. What (hall we admire moft in the 
Cardinal de Fleurt. His Difdain, or his Defire 
^ Riches? His Indifierence for perfonal Wealth, 
V his Aftivity for relieving the Miferies of others ? 
Jl Difintereftednefs fo fi-uitiul in good Offices, is it in 
the Qualities of the Heart, a Merit above that Merit? 
iTcs, Gentlemen*, it is the Merit c^ good Offices, 
confined within the Bounds of Reafon and Equity. 

Em to explain myfelf : When a Man is placed at the 
Sburceof^the publicWealth, there is no Temptation more 
robde, none apter to feduce Virtue itfelf, than the Glory 
of acquiring the Reputation of Generofity and Li- 
berality among the Great. Deceitful Elogyj What 
Flattery calls Goodnels, Senfibility of Heart, Truth 
bam^ Self-love, weak, and groveling, which Affi- 
duities tire, which Complaints and Reproaches inti- 
midate, to which the Gravity of diflatisfied Faces is 
grievous and irkfome. Thefe Men fb much applauded, 
md (o little worthy to be fo, the public Calamities 
da not affect, becaufe they are not in their Sight ; 
they fcom to contribute to a Happinefs that they do not 
partake of ; to be Authors, if they are not Speftators 
of it : They give therefor, not to make others happy, 
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they give to purchafe their own Eafc, when difturbed bjfn^ 
the troiiblefome Solicitations of thofe who call themfelvcsiY 
unfortunate. What concern them the obfcure Sighs,- V 
the unknown Tears of the People ? Around them ring^ « 
the Acclamations of the Court, whofe political Ho- i 
mages afford fome Spe£i:acle to their Vanity, and pajf j 
a falfe Generofity, by a falfc Gratitude : But to preforrl 
the honed: Satisfa£tion of meritbg Praifes, to the flat- 
tering Pleafure of obtaining them ; to give one's felf 
up to the Murmurs, to the Shagreens of the Courtier, 
in order not to over-burden a. People of fo little Pene- 
tration, that they are fenfible only of the Harm that 
is done them, without making any Account of the 
Harm they are faved from : In thefe Features . I dif- 
cover a Soul fuperior to all the Weaknels of Self-love 
and Vanity ; I difcover the Cardinal de Fleury. 
. Shall we then be furprized that he never fdt the In* 
conftancy, and the Variety of Fortune? How many 
Minifters have there been in all Empires, more famous 
by their Difgrace, than by their Elevation? How 
many, without lofing their Employments, have lofk 
the Heart and Confidence of th^ir Matters ? The Car- 
dinal DE Fleury, ever ufcful, ever acceptable, neither 
ceafed to pleafe nor to ferve. In fo long, fo dangerous 
a Career, he found no Obftacles. The Angel of the 
Lord, according to the Scripture Expreflion, walked 
before him, to clear his way of the leaft Grain rf 
Sand that might, not only occafion his falling, but 
even render his walking lefs firm and Icls fecure. 
Left thou dajh thy Foot agawft a Stone. I will not fay, 
that Heaveii feemed to owe to the Prodigy of a Fa- 
vour without Vices and without PaflSons, the Prodigy 
of a Favour without Reverie, and without Revoluticxis. 
But I will fay, that the true Prodigy is, his Virtue 
preferved amidft the Temptations of fo great Ad- 
vancement. I will fay that the Height of the Prodigy 
is, that the Favour regarded his Religion, as well as 
his Reafon, 

And indeed, was GOD ferved lefs faithfully than 
CcFfari As a Citizen and as a Chriftian^ did not the 
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drdinal db Fleury fulfil the whole Extent of his' 
Obligations, without facrificing one Duty to another, 
without one Virtue's being an Obftacle to another i 
Never did Piety ferve for a Cloak to Indolence, to 
throw the Minifter, the Statefman, into Sloth and In- 
afiion. Never did innportant Adah's, nice Conjunc-. 
tares, unforefeen Accidents, the fo fpeedy Flight of 
decifivc Moments ; never did any of thcfe, I fay, in- 
terrupt his religious Cuftom, of aflifting each Day ac 
the Auguft Sacrifice, of paying to the L O R D the Tri- 
bute of Praife and Invocation, enjoined by the Engage- 
ments and Law of the Priefthood. The Place he fills in 
the Kingdom, obliterates not the Remembrance of the 
Place he fills in theSanftuary i the Care of the public Fe- 
licity diminifhes not the Care of perfonal Sanftification. 
Time does not permit me to follow out the Trace 
of his Steps ; elfe you fhould fee him, in one Place, 
the intelligent and laborious Minlfter, piercing, pene- 
trating into the diffembled Schemes, the fly Evafions, 
the deceitful Engagements, the infidious Advances of 
Policy the moft artfully difguifed : In another, the timor- 
ous Chriftian, defcending into the inmoft Recefs of 
his Confcience, ftudying its Motions, founding its 
Depths, judging himfelf, accufing himfelf, purifying 
himfelf in the Tribunal of Repentance. You (hould now 
fee him with the Minifters of foreign Powers, difplay- 
ing the mod: ingenious, the acuteft Sagacity ; the 
ftrong^ft, the moft forcible Reafoning; then at the 
Altar, fupporting the Dignity, the Majefty of Reli- 
gion, by the Decencies of the moft intimate Recol* 
leftion ; in the Sanduary, by ufeful, and too neceflary 
Examples, confounding the Libertinifm of the Court, 
accuftomed to regard no other Temple but that of For- 
tune, to believe in no other Mafter but him they fee, 
to revere no other Altar but the Throne, to invoke, to 
worfliip no other God, but him who diftributes pro- 
fane Titles and worldly Wealth. You (hould fee 
him in public Audiences, in domeftic Society, pleale, 
ravifli, enchant by the Graces of his Converfa- 
tion I in the Recital of the Divine Office, Ibmetimes 
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(top, paufe, in order Idfmely to penecrste iftto 
fublime Meaning of die facred Piklms, in order 
fill himfelf with dieir Spirit } fonietiines noorifh^ re^^ 
infiame bb Piety by the Reading of tht Go/pel or tbiji 
JmHatim ^JESVSCURlSTi of thofe Books which 
are only Light and Sentinnent, which fpeak only to tfat; 
Reaibn and to the Heart, which teach only to knoir^ 
GOD, and to know one's felf, to fee one's Faults mti < 
to be httnobled for thetn. There you fliould fee him wife 
with that circumfpedl and cautious Wifdom, which waiti 
Ac proper Moments, which prepares them, whicb 
brings them on, which gives all to Prudence, and 
leaves nothing to Chance : Here wife with that Evto- 
gielical Wifdom, refohite in difdainif^ the Gratifiok 
tions of Self-love in the mod advanced Agp ; ex- 
haufted, (inking under the Weight of fo many Prb- 
jedis. Labours, painful Occupations ; fo ftrift an Ob- 
ierver of the Rules of the Church, as to deny himfelf 
the fmallefl: Indulgence. No Difpenfation will he 
IbKcir, neither will he accept any. He forgets his Ags^ 
bis Occupations, his Health ; he remembers only that 
it h of little Moment to a Chriftiai^ to live or die » 
that it concerns him only to live the Life, and die' the 
Death of the Righteous. 

To die the Death of the kighteous! What Favours are 
contamed in that Favour! And every Thing concurs 
toperfuade us, O GOD, that thou haft vouchfafed it to 
this ¥riie Minifter. He hears echoed from the Bottom 
of hb Heart, thefe Words of the Scripture ; Behold I 
€9me quickly^ faith the Lord^ and my Reward is with me^ 
t9groe every Man according as bis ^ork'Jball be. Let 
the Righteous make hafte, to render himfelf more rights 
cous. He that is righteous^ let him be righteous Jlill. In 
order faithfully to obey this Leflbn, he contrives him- 
lelf a Solitude. There, the Minifter, the Statefman, 
obtains but Moments ; the Hours, the Days are for the 
Chriftian ; he reviews his Years in the Bitternefs of a 
contrite and humbled Soul ; he takes an Account of his 
Actions, of his Views, of his Defires ; he labours to 
know himfclfy as God knows him » to judge himfelf, 
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WOod will judgie faimi he feeks, he loves die Tnidl 
^ch reproves, which confounds him ; he renews, h6 
iK&ies hb Virtue: The Knife docs not yet appear, but 
aow the Viftim is ready ; he fees the Altar raifi^, where 
jt fliall be oSered up ; he fees it undifniay*d : At his 
Death were his Works marvellous. A Phitoibphar for 
fkt World, a Cbriftian for Eternity, he dcfpifes what is 
shoot to ^, and re^uKls only what is about to begin, 
ht draws from the S^ces of Grace with Fervor and 
Hamility ; he walhes, he purifies himfelf in the Blood 
of the Lamb. 

If heftill is attadied to the Earth by (ome Ties, thofe 
IHes are confecrated by Duty and Religion. His 
Ifafter, his King, comes to give him the laft Marks 
ti his Efteem. Let us reverence by our Silence, a Si* 
tmttoo, (o noble, fo moving, that it is beyond the De- 
Iciipdon of Eloquence the fhongeft , the moft pathetic, 
the happieft in its Pidutes. That Minifter who was 
JDtrufl^ with the Care of his Youth ; the mofl: refpeA* 
&I, the nioft tenderly devoted Suited, on the Point of 
going down to the Grave ; that Prince, the Ob)eft^ of 
fe many Cares, of fo much Love, bath'd in Tears ! 
Rwuiy judge cf thy Lois and of thy Happinefs ! Know 
the Value of what Heaven takes from Thee, and of 
that which Heaven perferves to Thee ! Thofc Tears are 
die Glory of the Monarch and the Elogy of the Minifter? 
What King more worthy of our Love, than a King 
chat ihews fuch Sentiments? What Minifter more wor- 
thy of our eternal Veneration, than a Minifter that 
knew to merit theni! 

Upon Sight of that young Prince, • who is the Dar- 
litig of the People and the Hopes of the Throne ; with 
what Eagemefs did he lay hold of the Occafion of 
rendering his laft Moments ufeful to Religi n and 
the Kingdom! ** Prince**, faid he, *• you fee a 
'* melancholy Speftacle ; learn to know the inevitable 
" and common Deftiny of Men! Thus perifties the 
'^ Fb(tune of Sut^eds; and thus will perilh the 
" Fortune of the moft mighty Monarchs ! Suffer not 
^^ yourieif to be(koeived by the vain Shew of what 
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** ends at the Grave ; fix your Attenticm only on 
•' which is immortal.'* ' 

Afcer having difcharged what he owes to Zeal aixt 
Gratitude, his Heart difeng^ed from all Cares batr t 
below, has no more Inclination but for Eternity. We 
fee him, refigned to the Will of Heaven, hope without 
Frefumption ; fear without Weaknefs ; prepare himfeff '^ 
without Trouble; fubmit without Struggle, without^ 
Conftraint; fuffer without Complaint, without Mur- 1 
muring -, invoke, intreat the L Q R D to multiply hit ^ 
Fains, and to increafe his Love ; to puniih in Time, < 
and fave in Eternity. We lee him compofed to die 
laft Gafp, finifh his Sacrifice, fall afleep fweedy in 
the Sleep of Peace. He did fVanders in bis Lj^, md 
at bis Death were bis Works fnarvellouSk He faw ly 
an excellent Spirit what Jhould come to pafs at the la^^ 
and he comforted them that mourned in Sion. 

Is he then no more, that Minifter fo powerfiil, fb r^ 
fpedled ! Yes, he is ilill ; but not amongfl: us ; he is 
in the fathomlefs Regions of Eternity ! The Earth has 
received the Earth •, the Spirit came from GOD, to 
G OD it is returned. The Dujijhall return to the Earth 
as it waSy and the Spirit Jhall return to GOD who gan>e it. 

We have folfowed the Cardinal d E Fl e u r y through 
the various Events, whereof the Texture of his Life upon 
Earth was compofed, let us continue to trace his Steps 
ftill further. Let us venture even to follow him, when 
he enters into the fethomlefs Regions of Eternity. 
Behold him alone with GO D alone ! what fudden Re* 
volution of Ideas and Sentiments ! A rare Inftance he 
was of human Profperity ! having pofTefled a Favour 
without ViciiTitude, without Decline; his Memory 
honoured by the Regret of his Mailer ; the Heirs of 
his Name raifed to the firit Dignities of the State, 
enjoying the Good Graces and Efteem of the Monarch 
more valuable than his Benefits. But O! what does 
it concern him what he was, and what is now doing 
upon Earth! The immenfe Extent of Eternity, which 
opens to his View -, the terrible Expedation of the Judg" 
ment of God i the Deftiny, the immutable Lot of a 
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u new Lifev which is beginning never to have an End i 
conceive, if you can, the deep Impreffion of the pene- 
fating Fears, of the tumultuous and rapid Agitations^ 
, that fiich Objedl's mult make on his terrified and 
aftoniflied Soul! Religion had taught the Cardinal 
Di Fi^iuRV, that tenaporal Profperity or Misfortune 
am bat frivolous Dreams : that there is no true Happi- 
oefi, no troe Unhappineis but in Eternity ; Religion 
had tau^ it him, he believed it ^ the Veil is rent ; 
he fees it, he feels it, he experiences it. 

Veryfeon, GBNTLKMKN,wetoofhallfeeit, we too 
fludl experience it as he does. A few Years, a few 
Days, perhaps, will terminate our Courfe here below. 
Did Heaven aUow us Centuries, are we ignorant 
dmt the^ longeft Life were but an Inftant. In Com- 
pariicHi c( Eternity, the Duradon of the Cedar of 
UhntMS will be no more than the Duration of the ten- 
dier Shrub that grows under its Shadow. I fee Nothing 
ibr Msok but to be bom and to die ; the Space that di- 
vides thefe two Terms is fo fmall that it can hardly 
be called any Thing. Wit, Talents, Wealth, Credit, 
Authority, Reputation; thefe Gifts, thefe Treafurea of 
Nature, or of Fortune, let us remember that they are 
contained in an Earthen Ye&l, which falls^ and breaks 
to Pieces, leaving only Ruins and Wrack. Let us 
accuftom ourfelves to think, as we fhall think in Eter- 
nity, to judge, as we Ihall judge in Eternity. We 
Ihall leave profane Man to wander in deceitful Hopes 
and Fallacies ; fo far (hall we be from envying his Pro- 
pcrity, that we (hall deplore his fatal Illufion, For What 
is a Man profited^ if bejhallgain the whole Worlds and* 
hfe bis.ownSoull 

Happy therefore, yea a thoufand Times happy that 
Minifter fo truly wife, as to conceive that God is the 
firft Matter •, Religion the firft Law -, the Happinefs of 
Eternity the only good Fortune that deferves to 
ingrofs the Heart. It belongs not to us, Lord, to dive 
into the Depth of thy Judgments! We believe, with 
St. Gregory^ that whatever Virtues a Man may have, 
he (hall be foved only by the Benefit of thy great, thy 
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boundlefs Mercies. Enter not into Judgment with 
Servant^ O tjord \ for in tky Sight Jhdl no Man It 
be juftified. Thy Mercies, thofe infinite Merciej 
implore in his Behalf : Give a Place in a Manfioi 
Peace, to that peaceful Man ! Grant that meek 
modefl: Man, an Inheritance in the Land of the ] 
ing. Let thy Heart open with Compaflion to 
Man of cxtcnfive Charity, whofe Heart never was 
to the Sighs, to the Tears of the Poor ! Judge in 
Multitude of thy Mercies, that Man, , who judged 
People with Goodnefa and Humanity ! Be thoju ] 
pitious to the Wiihes of a great King, and of a g 
Kingdom, of the Church, and of the State, of Reli{ 
and of the Country !• Reward the Services they can i 
no longer acknowledge but by their Defires and P; 
ers ! Be mindful of his Regrets, of his Groans, of 
Faith, of his Charity, of bis humble Confidence in 
laft Moments ! Thou haft promifed that Sins fince: 
bewailed, fhall be Sins forgotten I If there remai] 
him any Trace of his Frailties, hear the Voice of 
Blood of JESUS CHRIST that is about tobe f 
upon the Altar ; the Gates of the Heavenly Jerufo 
fliall reverence the Power of that mighty Vol 
he fliall enter into the Reft of thy Eledt ; he H 
blefs, he fliall praife thy adorable Name, World w: 
out End. Amen. 



The End of the ORATION. 
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O F T H E 



Cardinal de FLEURT, 



AS it belongs only to the^Prcfs, Sir, to put the 
laft Seal to the Reputation of an Orator, I have 
long wiflied to read fome printed Difcourfe 
t)f the Father de Neuvtlkj a Jefuitj, whofe ingenious 
and rapid Eloquence has had fo flaming a Vogue. The 
Funeral Oration of the Cardinal • Fleury^ pronounced 
in the Church of Notre-Dame^ the twenty-fifth of laft 
M(»idi, and delivered up to the greedy Curiofity of the 
Publk, conies at length to gratify my Defires. Nothing 
remains for mc now but to fatisfy yours, and to com- 
RHimcaie to you, witliout Difguifc, the Judgment of my 
Eyc5. You know how favourable that of my Ears has 
ever beca to the Orator. The Kind of Eloquence, in 
ivhich the Father de Neimlle has difolayed his Abili- 
iies, had been carried to its highcft Perreiftion by Meffrs. 
Befu^ty FUcbiery, Bourdahuey Mafcaron^ la Rue: Thcfc 
be had Reaibn topropofe cohimfelf as Models, and ic 
ioubclcls would have been furprizing, had he not 
fometimes fallen into their Sentiments and Manner, 
even without his knowing it. What I now intend is^i 
to procure you the Pleafure of the Comparifon, by fet- 
tkig before your Eyes the beautiful Parts df his Dif- 
courfe, that have feemed to mie to refemble fome Pieces 
^ thefe famous Orators. You IhaiV fee Vwi ^^««?^fiK. 



Pencils can diffbfe different Shades upon the fa 
Ground, This is the only Aim I propofe to myfclf, 
that Kind of Parallel, which I beg you may believe] 
free of all Manner of Malice. . I have too great a Vsk- 
lue for the Perfon and Talents of the Orator, to indulge; 
myfelf in any Thing that may juftly give him Ofienoe. 
I (hall conclude this Comparifon with Ibme Reflexiooii 
wherein I (hall endeavour to paint with all the Can* 
dour and Good-Manners in my Power, the Genius and 
Chara6ter of his Eloquence. 
The Exordium of the Difcourie in Queftion, k 
' a Paraphrafe of the Words of the Book of Pro- 
verbs, which the Father de Neuville has taken for htt 
Text : Happy is the Man^ who findetb IVtfdom. 
Length of Bays is in her Right Hand^ ^c. M. Herfim^ 
that illuftrious Member of the Univerfity of Paris^ 
who HUed with Reputation one of the Chairs of £k> 
quence in the Royal College, has precifely ufed the 
fame Text in the Latin Funeral Oration of M. le Tellier^ 
which he pronounced in the Sorbonne^ at the Service •, 
appointed by the Univerfity, for that great Minifter j 
of a great King. The Orator proceeds next to hb Divi- 
(ion, which is (imple and common : But I doubt whether 
it is quite fo exaA as it (hould be, and whether each Part 
has its due Charader of Unity. 7%^ Cardinal de 
Fleury^ fays the Father de NeuvUle^ arrives ai Honours 
iy the Way of Merit and Services : He renders fis 
nonours ufeful to his Country h his ^alents^ and by the 
Ufe be makes of them ; he adds a new iMJlre to hk 
Honours by the Brightnefs of his Virtues. In a PVordj tic 
Favour of the Prince obtained by Merit and Services^ 
fupported by Talents^ illuftrated by Virtues : Such is the 
Plan of this Difcourfe, divided, as you (ee, into three 
Farts, which return a little into one another. For 
indeed Talents and Virtues compofe Merit ; no more 
do I (ee any Difference between Services and Talents 
rendered ufeful. The Orator in the firft Part (hews that 
the Cardinal FUury afcended to Honours by Menu 
It was neither one of thofe happy and unforefeen Circum* 
ftances, nor a profound and difTembled Ambition i io 

Ihortii 
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ort, neither Cabal, nor Chance that made his For^ 

He feeks not Dignities^ fays thfc Father de Neu- 
mlkf be contents bimfelfwitb waiting /(?r tbem^ be waits 
f»t Jo mucb for tbem^ as be is waited for by tbemy be 
goes not fo mucb to Honours^ as Honours come to bim^ 
. Sball bis Elevation be looked upon as an EffeS of 

i Chance? Chance^ empty IVord^ invented by Ignorance 
'^bance is nothings it can do nothing. M. Flecbier makes 
ofe of the felf-fame Indudion in praifm^ the Choice 
that had been made of M. de Lamoignon tor Firft Pre- 
fident. ff^jat tbink you^ fays he, was the Means that 
cenduHed bim to this End ? Favour it could not be, for 
he bad bad no other Connexion %uith the Courts but fucb 
as Us Employments or Duty procured bim. Was it 
Chance ? Nofurely ; for long was the Deliberation, it being 
judged neceffary to determine fo nice an Affair wholly by 
Council, ^^d to leave nothing to Fortune. Neither was it 
Cabal y He being of the Number of tbofe, who minded 
nothing but their Duty, &c. This is, you fee, the fame 
Subftance ; but 1^. Flecbier is the more diftind:, and le& 
the Rhetorician. 

The fliining Pifturc the ingenious Orator draws of 
the Court, has gained the Applaufe of fomc Perfons. 
But a little Refemblance may be found betwixt that too 
and fome Pidures of it drawn by feveral modera Ora- 
tors. I fliall content my fclf with con)paring it with 
that of Monfieur Herfan. The Father de Neuville brings 
the Abbe Fleury upon that changing and fluiluating 
Stage, where the Scene Jbifts every Moment, where, 
under the Appearance of Reft reigns the moft rapid Mo- 
tion : In that Region of hidden Intrigues, of dark Per^ 
fidies, of deep and deliberate Wickednefs, where Men 
(hew RefpeSt without efteeniing, applaud without approv- 
ing, ferve without loving, hurt without batingy offer 
themfelves out of Vanity engage themfelves with- 
out Sincerity, withdraw themfelves^ abandon without 
Decency and without Shame. In that Labyrinth of 
crooked Windings, where Prudence walks in hazard, 
where the Road of Profperity fo often leads to Misfor^ 
tune, where the ^talities neceffary for Promotion, are 

an « 



.^vhotT neither Cabal, nor Chandc that made his For- 
^*3ne. He feeks mt DigmtieSy fays the Father de Neu- 
S^i^t be contents bimfelfwilbwMiag for them, i? waits 
'^f^ fi *t"icb for them, as be is waited for by tbem, be 
3pOtt fiot fo much to Honours, as Honours come to bim, 

iS ** Shalt bis Elevation be looked upon at an EffeB of 

^W^bance? Chance, empty Word, invented by Ignorance 

jr^~Chance is notlnng, it can do nothing, M. Flechier makea 

^afe of the fclf-fame InduAion in praifing the Choice 

..that had been made of M. de Lamoignon tor Firft Pre- 

"^fidcnt. What think you, fays he, was the Means that 

*ondu£Ied bim to this End ? Favour it could not be, for 

, he had bad no other Connexion with the Court, but fucb 

«J bii Employments or Duty procured him. Was it 

Chance ? No furely ; for long was the Deliberation, it being 

; judged neceffary to determine fo nice an Affair wholly by 

Council, and to leave nothing to Fortune- Neither was it 

Cabal; He being of the Number of thefe, who minded 

IKtbing but their Duty, &c. This is, you fee, the fame 

Sabftance j but M. Flechier is the more diftind:, and Ie6 

ihc Rhetorician. 

The Aiming Pifture the ingenious Orator draws of 

iW Court, has gained the Applaufc of fomc Perfons. 

lit a little Refemblance may be found betwixt that too 

t fome Pii5lures of it drawn by fevcral modern Ora- 

- I Ihall content my felf with comparing it with 

- o/ Monfieur Herfan. The Father de Neuvttle brings 

bbc Fleury upon that changing and fiu£fuating 

where the Scene fbifts every Moment, where, 

/^ j^ppearante of Rejt reigns the mo/t rapid Mb- 

~tj£?ai Region of hidden Intrigues, of dark Ter^ 

Jeep and. deliberate Wickednefs, where Men 

Tw-if/jout ejieem'tng, applaud without apprm- 

~ bout }ffmng, hurt without bating, offer 

^^^'!amiy '^S^g^ tbemfthes wiih- 

hdraw themfelves, abandon without 

t4t Shame. In that Labyrinth of 

wheiB Prudence walks in hazard^ 

rofperily fo often leads to Misfor- 

'•■ ntceffiiry for Promotion. 
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M Ghjlatle towards the attaining it ; where ytm 
Contempt only hy incurring Hatred 5 where tnodefi 
is forgot^ becaufe it does not declare itjelfi where 
that Jhews it/elf is fet afide and ofprejfed^ hecamfe it 
dreaded ; where the Happy have no Friends^ fince 
remain none to the Unfortunate. 

M. Herfan had faid before the Father de NewMii 
^atjufi Man {M. le Tellier) confidered bimfelfat Cmtf 
as upon a Stage, where Virtue feems a Stranger ^ what 
Vice in b^b Favour triumphs and difplays itjelf vAth €h 
ftentation. He/aw that he had a very difficult Cbaraffek 
to Support in that fhifting Scene, where Intrigoes aVe 
hatched and multiply, where reign reciprocal and c^ 
guifed Dijirujis^ Treacheries^ Perfidies ——where Care^ 
fulnefs in difi^barging Duties is expofed to Envy^ Negligenti 
to Criticifm^ Severity to Hatred^ Lenity to Contempt Shfi' 

eerity to Perfidy He knew that Courtiers carefs Rr- 

tune when Jhe begins^ cringe to her when Jhe incteafeS^ 
worjhip her when Jhe is eftahlijhed, ahandon her when 
Jhe is tottering^ and trample the Idol under their Feet^ 
bow Joon they Jee her overturned. 

I now proceed to the Education of the Kuig, 
committed by Lewis XIV to the Cardinal Fkury. 
The Father de Neuville gives on this Occafion 2 mor* 
ing Defcription of the domcftic Loflfes that great 
Monarch fufFered in his old Age, and he points outaH 
the fenfible Wounds, his paternal Heart was pierced 

with. Lewis XIV more a Hero in the Decline (f 

Tears than in the Bloom of his Touth wbofe Virtue 

proved by Afisfortune, forced Fortune at length to blufli * 
at her InconJlancy^ and made her know her JVeaknefs. — 
Lewis XIV badjeen his numerous PoJterity pafs away as 
a Shadow: Alone in his immenfe Palaces^ he feems to 
furvive himfelf: His Eyes on the Point of clofingfor ever^ 
perceive in the Room of fo many Flowers cropt in their 
Springs but one Flower fcarce blown^ weak, trembling, 

* The Father de Neuntille forgets here what he faid a Iittjeh;^« 
cr, that Fortune or Chance (for they are fynonymous Terms) is aB 
gmpty Wordy that it is nothings that it can do nothings COniequendy 
that it Iftcnvi nQt\i\x\^^ and hlujhzi at noOaivx^. 
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dfi devoured by the Blafl: that bad withered and con- 
mzAfo w^ij;/^ flourifhing Stems, j^feco^d J 03.(h^ the 
Remnant of the Race of David, fnatched out of the 
\Wrack of his augtifi Houfe^ hardly able to make way 
rough the Ruins under which hefeemed hurled. This 
fPifture is not an Original, ^e Father de la Rue has 
Ifiinted in the fame Colours^ the Houfe of Montmorency 
\fibout to be extin5l. the Depth of the Judgments of God ! 
lys that as pathetic Chriftian Orator, J'bat fo ancient 
Greatnefs^ raifed on fo folidy and fo jufl Foundations^ 
\jnpported by fo many Powers^ connected by Alliance with 
\dl the Thrones in Chriftendom, now on the Point of 
'-■ perifbing ! . ^he Heads of that fo powerful Houfe fallen ! 
, das ! under Strokes^ the very Remembrance of which 
gives Horror ! Their Honours and their Merits extin£i ! 
Shall I alfo fay their 'Glory with their Merits ? One only 
Child bdrn in Tears ; an Orphan befcre he is born^ hardly 
able to make way through the Midft of the Ruins of 
his Houfe, is dejlined, &c. 

But let us continue to hear the Father de Neuville. 
On whom fhall the Choice fall of that Prince (Lewis XIV) 
grown old in the Study and Knowledge of Men^ whofe 
Choice of the Boffiiets and Fenelons had proved and done 
Honour to his Judgment. He fends for the Bifljop of 
Frejus : To him he commits the Fate of his Family and 
Kingdom. 

The Orator enters next into a mifplaced Der.^jl of 
different Educations. A weak, timorous, and effemi- 
nate Education^ that gives up the Heart to its Deftres^ 
the Humour to its Sallies ^ the hnagination to its Ravings^ 
the Wit to its Inconftancy. A gloomy, fierce, auftere 
Education^ whereof the dull and harfh Lejfons extinguifh 
the Fire of the Imagination, ^he Cardinal de Fieury 
iad the inimitable Talent of taking away from Precepts their 
Drynefs, their Aridity, of occupying the Mind without 
fatiguing ;'/, of fixing it without confining it, of reproving 
Ms King without difpleafmg him^ of contradiSiing him 
"without provoking hi?n^ of inviting him by the Bait cf ^ 

J^leafure // was by no ?neans that Education of 

'Tvorldly a}2dprofan€ Wifdom^ %ybicb leagues a "Prwce H^- . 



}wrant of nothings except of that which it moji concerns' 
him to know, the Precepts, the Principles of bis ReH-h. 

gion A Child whom the throne awaits^ is not i^- 7 

nor ant that he has a Mafter ; a Child who fills the Throne j : 
is he ignorant that he is King ? The Heart and Paffions i 
give him early Notice^ I know not how, of his Greatnefs ; • 
h: tafies it before he knows it. The whole Piece, ff^at 
is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne? feemcd 
very beautiful to a great many of the Hearers, who did 
nor reflet that all the Flouriflics that are here lavifhcd 
would have been rather more juft, might the Cardinal 
Fleury have been honoured with the Title of Governor 
to his Majefty, to whom he had the Glory of being 
Preceptor. 

But let us compare the Paflltge I juft now quoted 
Willi what Monfr. Flechier has faid concerning the 
Education of the young Prince committed to the Ehike 
de Montaujler. T/je Kingy who in his Choice, by doing 
Juflice to Merit, has always done Honour to his fFi/Hom, 
applauded hi?7ifelf by this. With what Confidence did be 
Jubflitute him in his Place, in one of bis moft important and 
mijl iudlfperifahle Duties ? IVith what Gocdnefs was he 
pkafed to put that facred Charge into fo pure, fo faithful 
Hands ? Having upon himfelf the whole Government cf 
his People, to him he allotted the wkvle Management if 
bis Son. He reeo?nmended to Uin the Care of Inftru£lion, 
and ttfok upon himfelf to fhew him great Examples. 
He had a Mind that the prefent Jge fhould enjoy the Hap- 
pincfs cf his ^Reign^ and left to the Confcience and Abi- 
lity of that prudent Gcvcrncr the Hopes of the Age to 
come. yh:d then how great was his Gratitude for fo great 
an Honour ? He facrificed his Pleafures, his Interefis, 

bis Liberty all his thoughts were centred in that 

young Prince For fear of fcftening him by Tender- 

nejsy he borrowed all the Authority of the King: for fear 
of difccu raging him by the Aujlerity of Precepts, be put on' 
the Bowels of the Father ; and by this juft Temperament, 
he brought forward the Fruits of bis Reafon, and cor- 
r^Setl the -Faults of his Age. His chief Study was to ac^ |S 
r///^^//f fjim to know and to hear Trutb, He wa^ fcnjiMf 
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that tbi Great are horn with certain Delicacies^ which 
Srike with a timorous Awe the Courtiers who approach 
tbem \ that faithful Glaffes are never prefented them ; 
(bat before they know they are Men^ and that they are 
Sinner 5 J they are informed they have Suhje£lSj and . that 

they are Maflers of the World. How often did 

he check a Flattery that like a winding Serpent^ was about 
io Jlide into his Soul ? How often did he extinguifh the 
hcenfe whereof the pleafing hut noxious Odour would 
have poifoned bis yet tender Imagination ? Hew often did 
he caufe him to make the Difference between a Friend and 
a Flatterer? How often did be remove with a fever e Hand 
the firfi Veils that an artful Court was going to draw be- 
fore bis EyeSy in order to conceal fome Truth or Duty from 
im ? yfllow me to reprefent bim as that Horfeman St. 
JQbnfawin the Apocalypfe, He was called faithful and 
true 5 pointing out to that Royal Infant the Sources of 
Truth and Falfhood^ and forming in him an innocent and 
fincere Soul^ in the fVorld^ which St. Auguftine calls 
the Region ofFalfhood ofid Lyes. He worefevdral Crowns^ 
explaining to bim the Difference between good and bad 
JSeigns. He held in bis Hand a flaming Sword y in order 
to cut the Threads of bis growing PaffionSy ^c. What 
<a Pencil! W hat Colouring 1 What Noblcnefs ! What 
Abundance of Images 1 

The Cares of this virtuous Mentor ^ purfues the mo- 
dem Orator, were repaid by the Confidence and Friend- 
ifliip of the young Monarch. Friendjbipj refumes the • 
Father de Neuvilte^ and I fpeak of a King ! 'Tis pity 
this bright Thought is not new ; M. de Voltaire had un- 
luckily taken the Srart of him by beginning his Epiftle 
to the King of Pruff^a with this beautifulVerfe : 

^oi Prince 1 Vous regnez^ et vous nt^aimez encore / 

Were.ROt .Chance ^j« empty word^ nvere it ^ny Thing, 
:ould it do any Thing, this Jumping of Sentiment 
might be afcribed to it. 

The fccond Part of the Funeral Oration contains 
Tome bright Strokes, though fcattercd witVv kfe ^\^W 
]on than in the firft. The Faihuv d.e Ncu'uxUe ^•i^^^v'^^'^ 
is Hero for fomc Time in oxd^v \.o c^rc\^'^.^^ ^^-^^ 



political Geniufes with great Geniufes in the littei 

way. Afterwards returning to the Cardinal, he ex 

his vafl: Memory, which, according to our Ora 

was the Source of the unaherable Peace of his Soul 

the Vigour of his Mind, of the Strength of his Coi 

tution, of the impenetrable Secrecy of his Poll 

and even (which is ftill more furprifing) of the T 

quillicy of his Sleep. Hence, fays he, thai Peace, 

Calm, thai Tranquillity, whofe fmiling, gentle, i 

able Imprejfion diffujed itfelf arcund. Schemes forn 

hy a flow and dull Meditation leave in the Look, i; 

Behaviour, the Trace, and as it were, the Counter- 1 

of the painful Efforts that occafion them. Did ever 

one fee iii the Cardinal de Fleury, that Air of pei 

and unfociable RecolleSliony of uneafy BiftraSliom 

plodding and laborious Attention. Undifturbed, he 

lend hinifelf to the Gaiety of Coitverfation, to the At 

?nents of Litterature^ to the Detail of NewSy of / 

iind private Events. Hence, continues he (that is, 

his great Memory) that impenetrable Secrecy. Too 

Statefmen fuffer themfelves to be gueffed at 

Proje^s, their Fears, their Hopes are read in their J 
>' ' Counfel in the Heart of Man is like deep W: 
but a Man of Underftanding will draw it out. ' Eq 
dextrous in concealing his own ProjeSls, and in penetr 
into your Deftgns. The latter End of this Portrait i 
alfo imitated from M. Bojfuet, who makes the 
Encomium on M. le Tellier. He alone had the A 

faying and keeping fecret what was proper im 

txabie, he penetrated into every Thing ; and while he 
cut the Secret of Hearts, be was Mafier of himfelf. 
faid only what be had a mind. He was that wife 

of whom it is written Counfel in the Hej 

Man is like deep Water, (^c. This Paflfage is w 
in Bofjuet. As for the firft Part of the Portra 
wherein ' the Orator extols the Peace and Freedc 
Mind of the Cardinal, amidft the Tumult of Ai 
ic bears a confiderable Refemblance to what the F 
de la Rue fays of theTranquiliity of Soul of the 
llial de Luxembourg^ in tlig Midll of the greatcf 

terj 



tcrprifes. tf^tb what Facility (Uis the Father de la Rue 
ibatjpeaks) did be give to tbofe vaft Bodies^ compofed of fo 
many different Parts, tbofe Movements necej/ary to the 
Succefs of great Enterprifes ! I fay Facility^ Gentlemen ; 
/ would fay Prudence and fVtfdom, bad I to defcrihe 
one of tbofe profound Geniufes^ wbofe ConduSi is the Fruit of 
a plodding, morole, or laborious Application^ and 
who fuffer the Importance of their Projefts to be read 
upon their Countenances. 

The Orator, after having painted the Qualities of 
the Minifter, enters into the Detail of the Miniltry, and 
runs through the remarkable Events of it, with an elo- 
quent Rapidity. He forgets not our Advantages over 
the Houfe of Aujiria ; Tou fee^ fays he, that Houfe^ ef 
caped from Wrack, elated with fome Succeffes, attempt 

to force us to regret our Generofity^ Confound, punifb 

my Heart forms Wifhes more worthy to be beard in 

the Saniluary-'—Lord, command the Wind and Waves ^ 
and Calm fhall take Place of the tempeft. Could Father 
de Neuville have had in View, or could he only have 
jumped with that beautiful Piece of the Oration of 
Turenne ? Powers^ Enemies of France, you live, and 
the Spirit of Chrijiian Charity forbids me any Wijh for 

your Death Might you only accept of Peace 

and in the Abundance of your Tears, quench the Flames 
of a War, which you have unhappily kindled. God for* 
hid that I fhould carry my Wifhes further. I cannot 
quit this Piece of the Cardinal's Miniftry, without 
giving you. Sir, a political Reflexion of the Orator, 
truly worthy a Grotius or a Wicquefort. The Mo^ 
rnent you rife upon the Ruins of a too dreaded Power y 
you become the Object of the Terrors, you fucceed to the 
Hatred it injpired. Political Interefl divides what it had 
united ; it bad armed Nations in your Behalf, in order to 
hinder your Fall -, it arms them againji you in order to 
prevent your Befigns. 

Some Perfons have alfo applauded the Pefcription 
the Orator gives of our prelent Difputes in Religion^ 
Days of Prefumption and Indocilily, when through a Re- 
finement of Co7npliance ar.d of profound DiJJimulalicn, 
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£rror^ exU^Jiw und daring in ber Proje3s^ timorous and 
cautwviin iir Procedure ^ condemns the Church andjpiiisii 
not, achwvule^es Authority and/ubmils not ; /corns the 
Toh of Subprdination and Jhahs U not off\ reverences 
the Payors and follows tbm nor ; imperceptibly hofes the 
Bonds (f Unily^ and brecAs them not \ witbouS Peace ^ and 
without War ; mlhout Revolt y and without Obedience, 
Thoz this Pidure is ingenious cannot be denied. But 
if you want fomething fublime, read the Piece of the 
Funeral Sermon on the Qwen of England^ wherein 
the great BoJJuet (peaks of che Herefies th;it have over- 
flowed that Ifland. Were not that Paflige too long, I 
would qmWie it, and there alio you would difcov^- iQoit 
Traits of Refemblance with the Father de Neuville. 
The Virtues of the Cardinal p e Fletiry afford the 
Matter of the third Part. You have doubdds obferved, 
Sir, that the Father de Neuville has already anticipated 
a little upon this Article i but as the Subjed is rich, be 
has not fxfeaufted it. I (hall here give you the new 
Features whfereof he forms his Portraiture. ^Jable^ 
modejlf prevenling^ what has he in Lmmnon with tbofe im- 
perious Miniflersy Imitators of the AGaxic Pomp and 
Haughtinefsy fevered from the Multitude by Ramparts, 
wbkb 4ffiduity . and Per fever ance cannot penetrate till after 
a iboufand redoubled Efforts ; whofe CabinetSy like the, 
Tirone cf Ahafuenis, furrounded with Barriers, jwi tobe 
^er-leap^A without Danger y are a Saiiuluaryy whence the 
Divinity \\\iX inhabits them excludes the profane People 'y 
and admits none but a few WorflnperSy zvho frequently 
reap no other Fruit of their ForwardnefSy than the difmal 
DiftinSlion of reading upon thofe dark and fupercilious Vi- 
fagesy the Uneafinefs their troublefome Prefence occafions 
them — You will doubtlcfs be frighten'd at tiie Length of 
this enormous Period, which contains nine or ten Mem- 
bers. Eafy was his Accefs^ purlues the Orator, Audiences 
he promifed with Pleafure^ granted mthout Hefitation dfid 
without Delay^ prolonged wiiliout Shagreen and without 
Wearinefs \ every Man had Liberty cf opemrfg his ClaimSy 
offupporting his Pretenfwns — Timorous Modejly was pre- 
fently encouraged i if there remained any Peary there was 

nothing 



itofhmg apprchnitfed bat a Mi&ake.-^fPT^at Jhall I fay 
ef that fo perfect, fo conftant, fo unalteraWe Evennefs 
^Temptr? Very different from tbofe caprkribtis Men^ 
i»bo rejerving fe ihemfehes all the Sweets, alt the Ad-* 
vamages of Authority^ revenge fbemfehes on Tou^ for 
the Cares, the Troubfcs that attend if ; Men^ wboje 
Moments muji hejludied^ "witb v>boTn d Favour is a tbou* 
JaPtd Tmes paid^ before it is received^ ^e Cardinal erg 

Jf'lcury fpeaks always with t be fame Polifen^fsy bears 

Vfiik the fame Patience^ anfwers with the fame M^nefSy 
decides with the fame tranquillity. A foft artfirer —.*— 
Righteous Lips Pleafant Word*. 

M. Boffuet fcts forth in the fame Manner the AfKtbi- 
lity of M. if Tellier^ by the Contraft of the harfh and 
haughty Manner of certain Minifters. He ejtprefles 
himfclf thus : In ordinary Audiences^ one always in bafle 
confounds your Under/landing : Another with an nneafy 
Countenance^ and uncertain Looks ^ damps your Courage : 
^at Man prefents himfelf to you out of Cttftom or Decen- 
cy^ and lets his Thoughts run a roving^ nor can all your 
fiords fix his derailed Mind : This Man more cruel 
Jtill^ has his Ears flopped by his own PrepoffeJJionSy and 
incapable of giving Entrance to the Thoughts of others^ 
hears only what he has in his own Heart, At the eafy 
Audience of that wife Magiftrate^ and by the Tranquillity 
of his favourable Countenance^ a troubled Mind was calm- 
ed. ^Ihere did Men find thofe foft Anfwers that turn 
away Wrath (Refponfio mollis, lingua placabilis) £sfr. 

M. Flechier fays of the fame Magiftrate. Acceffible^ 
gracious y courteous y knowing well how to bejlow bis TtmCy 
yet fometimes loftng it in order to fympatbize with the 
Difireffedy to whom there remains no other Confolafion^ 
hut tedioufly to tell over their Mifery ; He was always 
communicative according to their 'Occafions, and could not 
fuffer thofe Men^ intrufled with the Affairs of the Public^ 
as well as of private Perfons^ who lock themfelves up^ 
become in a manner invifiblcy and make their Cabinets a 
Sort of Rampart to their Sloth^ &c. He fays alfo, when 
fpeaking of M. de Lampignon^ Did ever thofe who ftood 
in Need of bis Help^ find impenetrable Barriers betwixt 

thcoDL 
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them and him? fPere tbey obliged tojland tedious Hours 
at his Gate^ in order to wait one of his convenient Mo- 
ments ? fVas be ever infenjible^ I dotft fay to his Friends^ 
hut even t$ the Indifcreet and Importunate ? Did he refufe 
any one the Liberty of telling him Things necejfary ? Bid 
be not grant to many the Confolation of telling him forn 
fuperfluous ? Could any one fpeaking to him of an Affair^ 
perceive by any Sign of Shagreen or Impatience^ that he . 
bad any other ? Did be opprefs the Unfortunate^ or did 
he m|ke them purchafe by any Harlhnefs the Jufiice 
that be did them ■ he heard with Patience, and an- 
fwe^ed with Mildnefs. 

YdU fee how much Refemblance there is between | 
thefe three Pieces j they are the fame in Subftance, and i 
differ only in the Turn. I leave you to judge, who 
has the Advantage of that Difference. It were needlefs 
to carry thefe Parallels any further ; fo I now come to 
conclude with the Judgment that fhould be paffed up- 
on the Genius of the Orator, and on tlie Tone of his 
Compofition. His Wit is wonderfully fertile ; for he 
never meets with an Objeft without dwelling upon it, 
and without bedecking it with accefTory Reflexions, and 
and with an Elocution ufually pompous and eafy. 
There is nothing through the whole but a clafhing of. 
Thoughts and Diction, multiplied Figures, exhaufted 
Turns, trifling Flourifhes, repeated Contrails, crouded 
Pictures, joined to a prodigious Flow of Words, Epi-. 
thets, and Synonymies. This Funeral Oration contradifis. 
the Sterility our Language is reproached with, which I 
find a thoufand Times more copious in the Mouth of 
the Father de Neuville^ than was the I^anguage of 
the Romans in that of Cicero. It is wrong to find 
fault with the Manner of our Oratoi's declaiming, 
conformable, in my opinion, to his Manner of think- 
ing and writing. So far is his Pronunciation from 
being too rapid, that I believe it were an Advantage 
to him, were it ftill more fo. By the Means of that 
monotone Volubility, copious Stile appears compad, 
Redundancy efcapes the Attention of the Hearer; 
and a Colledion qf-; bright Strokes feems to form a 

regular 
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regular Pidure. It is an impetuous Flood that breaks 

through its Banks, and overflows all the neighbouring 

Fields, if you oppofe the leaft Dam to its Courfe. Thh 

Dam there is no- body but has oppofed to the Father 

Je Neuville in the Silenceand cold Blood of rheCIofet. 

All his Readers have perceived that his favourite Figure 

ivas that which Rhetoricians call Enumeration of Parts, 

cr Conglobata^ an o*erwhehning Figure, when it is 

uied laviflily. He would have appeared ptr rhaps richer, 

lad he been lefs fruitful. In fine, if that Copioufnefs 

is a Fault, it prefjrves however commonly from onie 

itill greater, that is, from thofc fubde Refinements of 

Ideas, from thofe laboured Touches, and from rhat 

ridiculous Fuftian,. an hundred Times worfe than FJat- 

nels, to which it was joined not very long ago. 

Some intelligent Critics have alfo condemned in the 
Tuneral Oration a few imprudent AHufion§, and En- 
comiums that might be taken for Saryr, and fome 
pretty frequent falfe Conftruftions. I have indeed ob- 
Served fever'al Phrafcs like the firll of the firJl Part, 
vrherein Grammar is barbaroufly handled. They 
would alfo have wifhed more Order, more Juftncft, 
more Oeconomy, and above aM more Strokesof Chrifti- 
anity: Not to mention certain Pieces of Declamation 
and mere Rhetoric, and a great Number of Latin 
Turns, that could not cfcape their Cenfure. It is pretty 
Kngular for a French Orator to be reproached with La- 
tinifms : As for our Latin Orators, they have long found 
the Conveniency of Gallicifms. After all, this Dilcourfc 
is the firft Sketch of the Father de Neuville in this W ay, 
and he deferves mpre than any body to be read with Eyes 
^f Indulgence. Whatever Genius a Writer may have, ic 
is very hard for him to fuccced ptrft6i:!y in a firft Efl^ay. 
His Brother the Father de la Rue^ forbore publifhing his 
firft Funeral Sermon, which was that of Henry of 
Bourbon, the firft of the Name, Prince of Conde, He 
had probably difcerned its Weaknefs ; and ic is really 
not fo beautiilil as the reft. I am perfuaded (though 
many afTcrt the contrary) that the Sermons of our 
Orator are tree from the Blemifiics tiiat have been ob- 
fcrved in that Fu.neral E'logy. But thov^^K tW"^ >«^\^ 
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compofcd in the fame Tafte, would they not haviu 
thcfir Value ? Would there not be found fome fine and^ 
delicate Thoughts, fome flourilhed Piftures of Vice, J| 
fome Portraitures ingenioufly drawn, fome philolb-L 
pliical Reflexions, and a folid Subftance cloathcd with 
new and poetical Expreffions ? The Pencil of the Fa-^. 
thcr de Neuville brightens whatever it touches : It gives l 
an Air of Life and Youth to the dulleit and molt aa-' 
ci.nt Colours •, and I'll venture to fay, that he is io 
Eloquence, what M. de Voltaire is in Poetry. We may 
apply to them both what the Orator himfelf has faida 
the Cardinal Fleury: ^hofe great Men ftrike our Eyes 109 
near. It is 'ivith tbem as with Statues defiined to adorn our 
public Edifices^ to decorate the Fronts of temples and PaU^ 
ces: their Beauties y their Features Jbejuftnefs of the Propor- 
tions^ are net dif covered, do mtfhine hut at theproperDiJlance. 
And indeed, I am pcrlliaded that the Father de 
Neuville chit: fly defigned his Funeral Sermon for being 
pronounced, and that he fuppokd that when it fliouJd 
hz read in Print, his Readers would place him in a 
favourable Point of View, and that they would not judge 
of it as a Performance calculated precifely for being read, 
Jull fo the great Mailer who painted the Dome of the 
Invalids, did not mean that his Figures fhouJd be be- 
held near : For then they fio more appear natural j the 
.Colouring is irregular; the F'eatures crouded ; every 
th.ing offends the Eye, but thofe Paintings viewed from 
bclo.v charm all Connoificurs. There is in like Man- 
ner a Kind of 0^)tics for certain Performances, whether 
Dramatic or Oratory. Some there are, that are rather 
to be heard than read, being Icfs compofed for the Eyes, 
than for the Ears •, Icfs for the fevcre Examination of tlic 
Clofet, th.in for the Attention of an indulgent Auditory, 
it is eafy to {(:c from all 1 have bsen faying, that the 
Eloquence of the Father de Neuville is not furely that of 
B'iffiicty Flechiery Mafcaron^ Bourdaloue^ la Rue^ &c» 
B'\(fuet difdaining the lalfe Shining of the puerile Anti- 
tlieiis, dcfpifing Art, giving himfelf up wholly to Na- 
ture, produces more Things than Words. From his 
manly l^encil flow thofe noble Ideas, thofe bright Touch- 
es, thofe Strokes of Imagination,' thofe Flalhcs of Wit, 
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that ravifh the Soul, and fill Mens Minds with that En- 
diufiafm which is elFefted by fublime Energy. Some Ne- 
: gligences of Diction may be pardoned in him on account 
tftht divine Pieces that transport us, and make us trem ' 
^ Wc. What Fire, what Life in all his Pifturesf He knows 
*. neither the extravagant Hyperbole, nor the dull Mono- 
tony, nor the acute Epigram, nor the infipid Quibble. 
^ Thcfe he leaves to thofe jejune Orators, who degrade 
jAe Majefty of Religion, and facrifice it (hamefully to 
'ilte pitiful Defire of pleafing trifling Wits, and of tic- 
^^kling their Ears. He fays only what the Copioufnefi 
-•of his Subjed infpires him with, and he fays it always 
^kz Manner that makes Imprcffion. He does not feek. 
- the Beauties difFufcd through his Funeral Orations, He 
•' cmtents bimfelf with waiting for them ; be waits not fi 
much for them as he is waited for by them ; he goes notfo 
mcb to Flowers ds Flowers come to him: Flechier 
' fmoother, more elegant, and more tender, fpeaks more 
• to the Heart, and aftonifhes lefs the Mind. He 
moves you by the Elevation of his Thoughts, and 
by the Sentiments of an afFeding Piety. He is now 
and then fublime, but he would be almoft always fo, 
were he not too careful of the Symmetry of his Style. 
^What Pity *tis he did not perceive that he might 
have dilpenfed with the Compafs and Level ? I find 
again in Mafcaron the Strength of jS(?^^/-, but never 
the Politenefi of Flechier. Had he had as much Taftc 
as either, he would be on a level with them, and 
would not yield to them the firft Honours of the Pulpit: 
Thcfe three great Orators reprefent to me our three 
great Tragic Poets, Corneille^ Racine^ and the Author 
of Rhadamifte and j^tree. Father Bourdaloue is in his 
two Funeral Elogies, as in his Sermons, warm, earneft, 
jcrfuafive, and pathetic. A profound Reafon improved 
by the fublime Morality of the Gofpel forms his 
Charafter. An ingenious Divifion, a jufl: Coherence 
of the different Parts, Vehemence of Style, and the 
Beauties of Facility fhine in the Funeral Difcourfes of 
Pather de la Rue. Some particularly admire that natural 
"Way of Writing formed from the Ancients, and from 
Vhich the Moderns deviate only becaufeih^^ VvaNt.Yvcx 
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Genius enough to make a Thought Ihine by its own 
I.uftre. Prators that want that Scrength of Judgment | 
find themfelves obliged to difguifc their Barrennefe 
under foreign Ornaments, and to have Recourfe to the 
jingling Figures of the Schools. They are in Elo- j 
quence what the Gotbs were in Architecture ; and in- \ 
capable of attaining the noble Simplicity of the Greeks^ \ 
the Romans^ and the French juft cited, they fupply it 
by all the Ravings of a difordered Imagination^ ■ 

But what conttitutes with me the chief Merit of chde j 
Oracles of the Pulpit, is that they are grave and folid, k 
and that in them great Aftions never arc praifed, but |L 
when they have virtuous Motives. They knew the 1 
whole Difficulty of the Art of Funeral Oration, 
which confifts in making an ufeful Mixture of human 
Anions with the Truths of Chriftianity, and in enlight- 
ening the former by the Candle of Religion. They 
alone have had the Art of forming an admirable Con- 
texture that turned to the Inftrudion of their Hearers, 
and to their Heroes Praife, without making ufc of 
fulfoin Flatlery, and of inftpid Faljhocd. When they 
celebrated the Virtues^ the Talents^ and the Services of 
a Prince, of a General, of a Magiftrate, of a Statcf- 
man, gf a Minilier, they were afraid that by deviating 
from the Truth, they might hurt both themfelves and 
their Heroes, by lavilhing on thefe a falfe Incenfe in 
the Eyes of an intelligent Hearer. For this Reafbn it 
is that they, fcrupuloufly attached to Truth, lay open 
with Sincerity what they did for God and the World, 
and that diving into the moft fecret Recefles of their 
Hearts, they there difcern their Sentiments and 
Thoughts. Their very Faults give them no Pain } 
they do not fcek incjuftrioully to cloak them, and when 
they cannot draw from them Matter of Encomium, 
they find in them a Fund of Inftruftion for the Hearer. 
In a word, their Funeral Orations do not refemble thofe 
Panegyrics of the Heathen Emperors, wherein fordid 
Flattery borrows the Ornaments of an utterly profane 
Eloquence. 

The End of the CRITICISM, * 
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r W A S pretty fiare, Mgdftm, as I told Ych^ that 
fomething would be fcribbled jagaiDft die Rmerd 
L Oration^ and that die Succefs of chat great Ber- 
rmaoce, would provoke the Etivjr of the Critics, 
ad the Father de hfeuvUle aflked my Advice, I fhould 
ubtleis have giviea it f^infl: his running the rifle of 
2 Prefs, and againft his deiiverug up that precious 
oriel io the greedy Curiofity of the pro&ne Public* 
be Piece had produced its £3^^ ; it had deceived 
: Ears : The cSpinion we ha^ all .carried away of it, 
dared it a MsUler-piece to the World, and the Ap** 
obation of the Court was fufficient to immortaiise tJie 
uthor. But as fome defired mightily to fee b Priot^ 
iiat was not at all defigned for reading ; the Orator 
iding himfelf obliged to yield to fuperior Commands, 
to the Importunities of his Friends, incroacbed ib 
: on his Modefty as to fuffer it to be printed, and (b 
ppened what I had forefeen. The Pedants have ex- 
lined in the falfe Light of the Clofet, what we had 
mired in the PerfpeSiive of the Pulpit, and have 
enuoufly exerted themfelves to fearch for fome Faults 
it. But have they found any ? I maintain the Ne- 
.cive, and find nothing eafier than to confute their 
jirfure. 

It is very hard, however, that a Man who has car* 
rd the Applaufes of a Court fo intelligent as ours, 
at an Orator exprefsly cut out for it, fhould be expoied 
the Criticifm of a Subaltern j whofe TdSit flatly Citi- 
zen^ 
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zeh, formed by an obfcure Study, has no Relifh of 
Things erf Genius. Ought Orators of a certain Rank J^ 
to be accountable for their Succefs, and fubordinated 
in fome fort to Writers of an inferior Order? *Tis aa 
Abufe, in my Opinion, that fhwld be refprmed, k. 
and an Outrage upon good Tafte, whereof the Court )| 
is the undoubted Arbiter, and the City has at mod but rz 
fome Tinfture by Reflexion. But to return to the r: 
Father de Neuville. ';c 

You know that Father, Madam 3 you know that -^ 
after having tried, formed, cultivated his Apoftolicai !> 
Talents jn Miffions into the Country, the Jefuits foil |;i 
of Sagacity, happy, dextrous in diftinguifhing Ge- I 
niufes, thought him fit to fhine on a greater Stage, ji 
and therefore called him into the Capital. He was h 
f laced all ofafuddenat the Head of our Chriftian Ora- |: 
tors, afignifhed to fee him with one Bound (ferleaf the \ 
Jmmenfity of the Diftancej and appear at the End of the 
Race^ before be bad begun to run it. 

The Author of the Critical Letter did not imagine, I 
believe, to hit the Nail on the Head fo^ luckily, when 
he compared the Father de Neuville to our peerlefs and 
charming Voltaire. He is indeed pretty much the fame 
Genius : See the Father de Neuville at Table, in a Cir- 
cle, with a Duchefs, in the Cabinet of a Courtier ; He 
h univerfal, inexhauftible, ever new. His Wit, Taftc 
and Learning, his Art of painting, his Kn.owledge of 
the World, fhine every where confpicuous. He has 
ail the agreeable Intelligences, all the Refources of 
Imagination. He multiplies himfelf, fo to fpeak ; he 
J5 fometimes a Statefman, and talks of the Finances 5 
at other Times he difcourfcs of War, as well as our 
very Generals: Profound as he is in the Pulpit, he 
handles a Point of Converfation with a Copioufneis, a 

Facility, a Fire, with Graces In a Word, the Re- 

femblance is perfect in many refpefts, between the Poet 
and Orator -, and one who accufes the latter of having 
borrowed from the former that lively, delicate, happy 
Exprcffion, which becomes almoft a Thought (Friend- 
/hip ! and I fpeak of a King !) muft needs be ignorant 

that 



hat Geniufes of this Order jump with one another 
mhouc knowing it, without ceaflng to be Originals, 
nd that the fame Turn of Mind produces pretty near 
ae fame Ideas. If from the Country where the Fa- 
ber de Neuville fignalized the Eflays of. his Miniftry, 
is Reputation had pierced, his Name had reached, as 
ir as Voltaire^' he would doubtlefs have forthwith af- 
gned him a diftinguiflied Place by him in the Tem- 
LE OF Taste, and would perhaps have aflbciaced him 
pon better Grounds than M. Rollin did one of thofc 
iiarming AdreiTes he has fo much celebrated in his 
Vorks. 

The Criticifm of the Funeral Oraticn rolls chiefly 
pon fome Imitations charged againft the Father de 
Neuville. Thefe are fome Pieces of Bojfuet^ Flecbier, 
hurdaloue^ la Rue^ &c. which that Father's vaft Read- 
ig, which his tradable Memory^ faithful in reprefenting 
) bim whatever is committed to it, often too exaSi 
[) ferving him, may poflibly have fuggefted to him 
Q the Heat of Compofition, and which dreffed in his. 
iwn Colours, may have pa(&d in the Croud of his own 
deas. But for fome fuppofltious Children, our Orator 
\ neither the lefs fruitful, the lefs new, nor the lefs 
dginal. Weare^onthe contrary, infinitely obliged 
a him for having revived fo many beautiful Strokes, 
i'hich neither you. Madam, nor I, nor a thoiifand 
others ihould have . dreamed of feeking in their 
burcef. 

Let me add, that if there is not fome III- Nature in 
Intending that he has taken his Text from I don't 
oow what Profeflbr, aslitdc known at Court as are all 
lofe of the Univerfity, this Remark favours at lead 
f the College, and plainly fpeaks the plebeian Cricip. 

The Obfervation he makes alfo upon that admira- 
le Part; What is it to educate a Princp born 
;)R THE Throne? That all the Strokes it contains 
•ere jufter^ bad the Cardinal de Fleury heen the Kin^s 
overnour^ is mere Cavil. Every one knows what In* 
jence a Preceptor, whofe Views are not always con^ 
aed within the Limits of his Employment, nuay have 
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over the Difpofition and Genius of his Pupil. But ''^ 
even at the Hazard of a little Juftnefs, what can be ^' 
wifhed after chat (hining Piece, and the afFefting Detail } 
of the different Educations. Among all the Syftems ' 
extant, nothing can be found more rational, and all ' 
thofe acceiTory Bcrauties do no manner of Harm to the *^ 
principal. In general, it muft have required a great ' 
deal of Art to enrich a Subjedl already fo rich, to in- '^ 
chafe in it all thofe Ornaments, that ingenious Sketch ' 
of the Court, that of the Difputes in Religion, and fo ^ 
many others that make fo (hining an Appearance. '' 
They are, if you will, but Pieces of inlaid Work, ^ 
or Cartridges, that compofe the Frame, and which ' 
ferve to fet off the principal Pidlure ; they are however ^ 
finely executed, and finifhed even to the Claro-obfcuro, ] 

I now proceed to the Judgment the Critic has pafs- 
ed upon the Genius of our Orator, and the Tone ^ 
bis Compofttion. He allows him great Fertility, the 
Talent of a Declaimer, by what he infinuates. But 
what does he under ft and by acceffor^ Reflexions^ by 
Clajhings cf Thoughts and Di£iion ? Can he mean by 
thofe accejor-j Reflexions the Tranfitions of the Funerd 
Bifcourfe? They are indeed fo many Reflexions ; but '^ 
•tis in this Part, in my Opinion, that the Father A ! 
Neuville excels. The whole of his Difcourfc is con* f 
neded with great Art, and the Thread of it is almott 
imperceptible. One Reflexion makes way for another 
Reflexion; one Series brings ^« another Series ; the 
Subject grczvSy enlarges by Degrees^ gives Notice to At- 
tention, and always prevents any Fear of Sterility. 
Thefe Reflexions (kilfully managed, ferment, if I may 
fo fay, and are a Leaven that raifes the Lump of the 
Difcourfe. 

Clajhings of Thoughts and Diliion look wondrous like 
Concetti : But I fufpeft the Critic to have thereby in- 
tended to mark all thofe delicate Oppofitions between 
the Ideas and Exprefllons ; fuch as, Happy in joining 
Complaifance ■ with the Probity of the honeft Man. 
Complaifance and Probity, what a Contraft I Perhaps 
alfo he means fomc of them in thofe pretty Phrafes 
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Ikmiliar to the Orator. He feeks not after BignitieSi 
'70 cantents bimfelf mtb wailing for them. He waits not 
6 much for tbem^ as be is waited for by tbem. IVaiting^ 
vaitSj waited. What Ideas are contained in thefe few 
ATords ! And indeed in the whole Difcourfe, Thoughts 
re accumulated, croud upon, an4 clafh with one ano- 
ber. Therefor there is a Fertility of Things, as well 
s of Expreffions. 

The Critic grants that the latter does Honour to our 
sanguage^ and cannot forbear applauding our Orator's 
fanner of declaiming, conformable^ fays he, to bis 
€annir of tbinking uind writing. He adds that it were 
V Advantage to bim^ to pronounce ftill more rapidly ; and 
i this followed by the Imputation of his being diffufe^ 
:dundant, prolix. But though this clear^iighted 
ritic had not previoufly informed us that he here 
ives utf the Judgment of his Eyes, it were no hard 
latter to perceive it. And therefor may it not be 
ppofed to him, that to judge judiciouHy by the Or« 
an of the Eyes of a Piece of mere PerfpeSftve^ as he 

pleafed to define it, he ought to have read that Per* 
>rmance with the fame Rapidity with which our Ears 
Itched it from the Mouth of the Oratori The copious 
tyle would then have appeared more compaSl^ the Re^ 
indancy would have efcuped bis curious Avidity. But the 
lyes of a naufeating Critic, who feeks only to juftify 
is Diflike, are a Kind of Prifm, that diflblves Ob- 
fts by drawing them near. Now though this were 
le furcft Method of judging of ingenious Perfbrman* 
!S, I (hould prefer an Ulufion that flatters me, to a Di(^ 
>very that dimini(hes my Satisfaction ; and fo I de- 
are for the Judgment of the Ears. 

Some again tax the Father de Neuville^ according 
> the Cenfor, with imprudent Allufions^ Encomiums 
fat might be taken for Salyr^ falfe ConJlntSions^ Latin-^ 

m^ &c. 

For my Part, I cannot perceive where thofe AUu- 
ons are to be found ? Is there any Imprudence in that 
iommoQ-Place fo happy, fo new by the Ufe the Ora- 
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tor makes of it, and which fq excellently clofes 
Exordium. Need I beg of you. Gentlemen, afavoui 
able Attention ? I know that in vulgar Minds Encomium i 
wont to offend the jealous Delicacy of Self- Love. Ik 
that with refpe£l to tbofe Men, who were the Depofitam 
of Favours, Pride feeks to fatisfy itfelf, to revenge itfilf- 
on the Perfon for the fervile Homages it fo often lavifid 
on Fortune^'^'^But the Noblenefs, the Elevation of your \ J 
Sentiments fecure you from the Indignity of fo injurious a \£. 
Sufpicior. 

The Father de Neuville having to fpeak before 
an Affembly of Courtiers, whofe jealous Deltcacj [U 
might have been offended by a lefs moderate Elogy 
than his, was fenfible of the Neceflity of obvi- fc 
ating Pride and Self Love. But mark with what Ad- i 
drefs he befpeaks their Favour. What Complaifancc t 
and Precaution is there in that Apoftrophe, which, 
without debafing the Hero, (hews the cautious Ci^ 
cumfpcdion, and prudent Diffidence of the Panegyrift ! 
In all the Funeral Orations our Nation ever produced, 
I defy the beft Eyes in the World to difcover a 
Stroke of fuch Strength. 

Would they accufe of Imprudence thofe fine 
Touches, thofe ftriking Contrafts, thofe Points of 
View, whether interfperfed in that exquifite Pidkurc of 
the Court, or in the multiplied Portraits of the 
Cardinal? Muft there not be Shades in Paintings, and 
could the Orator (hew his Hero in different Lights, 
without all thofe Oppofitions, which have perhaps been 
denominated imprudent Alluftons ? 

As to the Encomiums that might be taken for Satyr, 
I can guefs what the Critic underftands by thcfc 
equivocal Encomiums, or rather what he has not at 
all underftood. Of twenty Inftances that offer, one 
may fuffice. 

The Father de Neuville, a Man of too great Judg- 
ment to praife the Subjeft at the Expence of the 
Mafter, offers to his Hero in Quality of Minifter, only 
an Incenfe relative to the Prince> and this is a Touch 
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>f great Dexterity. Ab I what other Reigns^ fays het 

k>^ borrowed their Glory from the Genius of the Men 
tilled to the Adminifiration of public Affairs. But here 
f b the polities of the Monarch that conjtitute the Glory 
f the Minift^ -'--'^The less the Cardinal deFleury 
vas NECBSSARY, the more glorious will it be for him^ 
hat fa ff^eat a King thought him ufejul to the Welfare <f 
is Kingdom. An Encomium true, delicate, lingular, 
s finely expreficd and turned, as happily thought, 
nd profoundly ftudied, an artful Encomium chat 
fgards equally the Mafter and the Subjedl:. 

The Cardinal de Fleury was little neceffary^ but' the 
Ling thought him ufeful. Behold the Difcernment of 
de Prince honoured by the Choice of the Minifter, 
felels as he was to him in reality, becaufe 'tis fufficient 
3r him to have thought him neceflary ! Behold the 
ilory and the Capacity of the Minifter immortalifed 
y the Confidence and Choice of the Prince ! This 
jdicious Touch is (till more ftriking, its Juftnefs is 
tiore fenfible when it is fet in its due Point of View ; 

mean, after the Detail of the uncommon Qualities 
►f the Cardinal; the proper Talents of the Miniftry, 
aft, numerous, unbounded, I would fay almoft in- 
lompatible, did not the Orator demonftrate their A- 
rrcement, their Union, their Harmony, their Oeco- 
lomy. 

What do they call falfe ConJlruSlions^ and Latinifms ? 
s it thofe Boldneflfes of Style, thofe Inverfions of 
?hrafes, thofe Poetical Turns, thofe Thoughts inter- 
upted, hardly iketched, thofe Paffages where the 
Jenfe is broke off, and fufpended, in which the Piece 
n queftion abounds? Ah! Gentlemen Purifts, you 
enow nothing at all of the Matter. That is the Style 
Deculiar to the Genius, Leave we timid and frigid 
Writers to fubjeft themfelves to the Rules of Art, to 
:be common Ufages of Language : A delicate, fine, in- 
yenious Writer forms always ^ Language to himfelf : 
He for the moft Part fpeaks only to the Imagination, 
:o the Wit. An ancient Painter ufed to give his 
Pifturcs foine Delicacies which fupplicd the Deficiencies 
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of his Pencil, "• ^bere was more tbought than exprejfe 
Such is the Manner of the FslImt de NeuvilUi 
muft be gueffed at, and is guefTed at. 

Would you fee fome pretended Faults of Style? 
That Phrafe in the Exordium is doubtlefs one in dii 
delicate Eyes of our Cenfor. Temples, /Academies 
refound with Lejfons adapted to teach that fVtfd^m ; ^ 
rare, very rare, are the Examples capable of perfuaii^ 
it. This perhaps is a Latinifm. I have almoft forgot 
my Latin ; but the Tranfpolitions which conftitute, ia 
my Opinion, the whole Beauty of this Period, were 
fpfficient to give me fome Tafte for that Language. 

Begging Faugelas*s Pardon, the Beginning of thQ 
firft Part pleafes me alfo to the higheft Degree. 

To arrive at the moft eminent Dignities of the Church 
and State, to pojfefs all the Titles and Honours that Priep 
hood and Empire can bejiow^^^'^^when Providence il 
pleafed to prefent to the World fuch Prodigies of Ele- 
vation, Jiraightway Ambition, &c. 

Do you obfcrve. Madam, the Mechanifm of thil 
Phrafe ? The firft Member (a School Term this, which 
I remember by accident) The firft Member then, ac- 
cording to the Purifts, fhould be followed by one of 
thefe Forms, Thefe are Prodigies of Elevation, &c. STto 
is the Work of a Providence, &c. But how agreeably 
is the Attention of the Reader fufpended by the new 
Turn which disjoins the two Members, and breaks 
off the Senfe ! This rough Paflage forms to my Tafte 
I don't know what Harmony, which reprefents to 
me the Effed of fubUme Intervals in Mufic; could 
you believe that I find in it fomething of Rameauff 

Now I talk of Mufic, here are fome Tacets. Whei 
he is fpeaking of the Education of the King commit- 
cd to the Bifhop of Frejus. Here Jhould I not finijb mj 
Bifcourfe ? The Approbation of the Father^ and the Vtrtuet 
of the Son! Lewis XIV and Lewis XV ! Thefe are 

* fimanthuSf who excelled in Expreiliony painted more fiv tkd 
Wit, than the Eyes. PZ/Vgr (ays of his Works : Pbtt intelUf^m 
quam fingitur, 

f A famous Mufidan of Paris. 
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e of his acute and poinanc Strokes, wbicb /ay and 
'^^ f^h ^"^ which alone are as good as fome long 
eriods. 

r This Figure (probably it is one) is frequent in the 
Wuneral Difcaurfe ; but we fliall prcfently fee it ufed 
hvith a peculiar Juftnefs, applied with infinite Arc: 
^lie Orator mentions the Commotions in the Nortby 
on occafion pf the King of Poland, "that Prince unit- 
«vi to France iy the moft facred ^ies^ the Defires of his 
Cpuntry call him ; Cabals^ inteftine Fa^ions conduSf* 
^, fomented^ fupported^ emboldene d^ But let us 

forget Events revenged by the Succefs of War^ made amends 

for by the Advantages of Peace.-^ How much does this 

fay, in faying nothing! See how lightly, how delicate- 
ly the Poland Affair is touched on. How admirably 
does this artful Interruption charadlerize that fingular 
Event ! *Tis the Pifture of the Painter that infpires the 
Thought. 

In fhort, fays the Critic, they would have wilhed 
to have found in Father de Neuville*s Performance, 
iMore Order^ more Jujinefs, more Strokes of Cbrijtianity. 
This indefinite Reproach and deftitute of all Manner 
cf Proof, fufficiently declares the fmall Compafs of the 
Ccnfor's Judgment. I don't know what Notion 
People now entertain of the Funeral Difcourfe ; but 
if- 1 might be allowed to hazard my fP^ay of thinking 
vpon this Kind of CompoGtion, I would compare 
Funeral Oration and Panegyric in general to the Pin- 
daric Ode ; where all is Enthufiafm, all Delirium, 
where the Imagination gives itfelf full Scope, where 
the Genius gradually rifes, takes its Flight, foars alofc 
like an Eagle, till it lofe itfelf in the Clouds. It is not 
there then (I fpeak of Funeral Oration) that we are 
to feek that Juftnefs, thofe Proportions, that Analy- 
tical Method which deadens the whole ; or the Di- 
dadic of Homilies. In it a beautiful Diforder'is an 
Effect of Art. All Manner of Rambles are allowed 
the Pancgyrift ; Excurfions into Politics and Hiftory, 
ingenious Syftems, PiSurcs of Manners: Some Images, 
fonie delicate Reflexions, above all fome Wit ; fome 
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Flathes, fome Sallies, fome Turn and Richnefs in 
Exprcffion ; thefe are all that is required of him. 
fliort, he ought to give a loofe to the whole Im 
ofity of his Genius. *Tis a Torrent, which, fwel 
with the Waters it collefts or abforbs in itsCourfe, rulh 
cs down from the Top of a Rock, and growing alway 
more rapid, and more copious, falls in Cafcadcs* Ai 
I not infenfibly tracing the Charafter of the Father 
NeuvilU? Yes, Madam, he is the Pindar of thb 
Pulpit. You know, at leaft by Reputation, that fub-; 
Kmc Poet who praifed every Thing, and even the 
minuteit Matters in the mod magnificent Manner. 
What can I add to this Charafter ? I leave you to 
diftinguifb the Juftitefs of the Comparifon in all its 
Parts; but chiefly in thofe Oratory Profufions, in that 
Luxury, if I may venture the Expreflion, every where 
fet forth, difptayed, prefented by the fumptuous Pa- 
negyrift. Another manifeft Trait of Refemblance, is 
the Art of fetting Objedls in the Light the moft favour- 
able to the I>erign of the Poet and Orator, which reu- 
ders them at once concife, and fuperabundant ; an Art 
common to both, and wherein they both excel. Thus the 
Father de Neuville^ fometimes frugal of Expref&onsand 
Javilh of Meaning, paints a great Event in four Words, 
afld difcovers a long Train of Fafts : Sometimes on the 
contrary, frugal of Meaning, he artfully drowns a fiiV' 
g!e Faft, a Reflexion in a Torrent of Expreflions. 

To return to the Want of Oeconomy, which the 
fordid Tafte of the Critic feeks propofteroufly enough 
in a Performance where the Orator is carried away, 
as it were, againfl: his Will, by the Force of his Sub-- 
jeA; I forgive him for not feting all tl>e Beauties that 
refult from it. But I cannot give up the Divifion to 
bim. ^hs Favour of the Prince cbtained by Merit and 
Services, fupported by Talents^ illujlraled by Virtues, 
Merit and Virtues ; Services and Talents ! It belongs 

* Monte decurrens 'Viktt amnis, imhres 
^em fuper notas aluere ripas : 
Fer^ity immenfufqne ruit profunda 

Pindarui $rr^ Hor^t. 
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lot to every body to talle thofe delicate DlfFerences, 
so modify fo fimple Ideas, then to extend, and to 
lippHfy tnem,with fo much Juftriefs andDiftinftion as 
lie Orator retraces them within each of the Parts of the 
Difcourfe. 

As for the Strokes of Cbriftiamty, wherein the Oeco- 
lomy of the Father de Neuville is moft unjuftly com- 
|>lained of ^ begging the religious Conforms Pardon, 
Acre are fufEcirnt to content very Devotees. J" wo 
Milages of the Holy Scripture, bcfides the Text (for 
! have taken the Pains to count them) three from St. 
dugujline and another Father : That tender Piety of 
he Cardinal on his Death -bed fet forth with fo much* 
Jndlion •, his fometimes burning, fometimes moderate 
Seal for Religion, fo pathetically defcribed ; his Fcr- 
•^oiir in Divine Service, efpecially in the latter Part of 
us Life, and his Relifli of the Book of the Imitation^ 
cprefented in fo edifying a Manner \ laftly, that fub- 
ime Touch upon Eternity, wherein the Orator hoiily 
K>etical, tranfports us with his Hero*-— ——I muft own 
nyfclf entirely ignorant of Chriftianity, if thefe. arc 
loc Strokes, and fenfible Strokes of it. Would they 
hen, thofe Breviary- mongers, have had a Piece of 
Eloquence deflgned to fire the Imagination, made a 
"^apucbinade^ an inftpid Homily ? 

You remember. Madam, ^that fine Sermon on Hu* 
nour we heard together. It was pure la RocbefoucauU^ 
md la Bruyere : 1 his is what I call preaching ! Aslit- 
:Ie of Holy Scripture as may be •, for every body has 
t by Heart : Of Chriftian Morality, pcijftmo. Yet 
efs from the Father^, as they are become trite. This 
iiefource fhould be let alone to the Janfenifts^ 
vho dare not fpeak but after their Books. A Wit, a 
Vlan who thinks, is original even in the Pulpit. He 
ives with Men in order to know them ; he ftudies 
he World in the Midft of the World ; this is the great 
Jook of the Father de Neuville^ the Book he is beft 
icquainted with, and that he cites moft. Hence all 
hofe refembling iPidlures, thofe finifhed Pieces, thofe 
ively Rcprcfcntations, thofe delicate Satyrs on delicate 
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Vices, which gently afFeft the Imagination, and ^ 
fent to it only Objedts fitter for the Speculation 
devote Circles, than the auftere Meditation of i 
Deferts. 

No, my little Critic, the Eloquence of our Oral 
is not that of the BoJpuetSy the Fieciners^ the Boi 
dalouesy &c. It is the Eloquence of the Father de R 
ville ; an Eloquence fmgular, peculiar to himfelf aloi 
which is his only, and extends to none beyond hi 
Add to this Elogium, who can ! 

Nothing further was wanting. Madam, to the Tc^ 

merity of the Critic, but to attack the principal Pi 

of the Funeral Difcourfe -, I mean to accufe the Auth 

of Flattery, of Difguife, of Profufion even and 

cefs, in difpenfing of the Flowers which he ftrc 

with fo liberal a Hand over the Tomb of his E 

nence: This, however, he prefumes to do in an indi 

reft Way, by the equivocal Reflexions that clofe 

Letter. In order to make a Counter-part to this Pie 

and to juftify tKe Father de Neuville in every Poin 

I (hould need only to aflemble all thoie fcatten 

Touches, that form the Charader of his Hero, and t< 

colled them under one Point of View that wou 

ihew you their Proportion, their Conformity, thekj|[ 

Juftne^ : But as this Kind of Analyfis would carry 

to too great a Length, fome few of them fet beforci 

your Eyes, will be fufficient to make you judge of the 

Fidelity of the Painter, ' fc 

The Orator brings the Abbe de Fleury to Courtfi 

almoft juft upon his leaving College, ^fier baviM(^ 

acquired ibe Riches of Litter ature^ drawn from ibdt ^ 

Sources the Beauties of the Language of Rome ad 

Athens, penetrated into the Depths of Religion^ the JUi 

de Fleury appears at Court ^here tbefirft Step ht 

makes in tbofe intricate Patbs^ one would think be bd 
traced them a tboufand Times ■ PTith one Glance h n] 
dives into the Myjiery of Cabals ; he lays hold of the Kmt 
of all Intrigues : He difcerns the Competition and Oppoff 
tion of all Inter ejts : He brings to Court the Talents that 
are ufually fought there. 
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is not very eafy, I confefs, to conceive how a Man 
)me direftly fron;i College to Court, can be at once 
confummate Courtier: But it was the Element of the 
.bbe de Fleury ; . he there appeared, fays the Orator, 
itb thai happy Phy/iognomy, and that I don't know what 
I bis Forehead^ which prcpoffeffes Mens Minds, which 
pens their Hearts. Societies of the finejl Tajie receive 
i», call biftiy invite him ; the Houfes of the Greats the 
alaces of Princes open to the Abbe de Fleury, All 
icfe Openings therefor could not but (horten the Road 
>n(iderably ; and fo the Phenomenon is explained. 
One would not however imagine, that fo diftin- 
aifhed a Vocation for the Court' in a Man, who war 
r Darlings Ihould have ended only in a BiJhopric in 
c Mountains of Provence. But being recalled to be 
iC King's Preceptor, we fee him ftraightwaygo with 
flow Pace to the fir ft Employments of the State. He 
rives at them at lengthy c(irried along by the Courfe of 
vents^ and this Prodigy of Elevation is the Work of 
ime, the Price of Years. But then what Talents, 
bat Capacity is all at once difclofed ! Talents fuperior 
all thofe of the moft expert Minifters, of the 
Tazarins, of the Ricbelieus*y a Vivacity, a Juftnefs, 
; Extent of Judgment, a furprizing Memory, an 
noft incredible Multiplicity of almoft incompatible 
lowledges, Commerce, Finances, War, Marine, Juft- 
?, Religion, Interefts of Princes ; he is perfeift Mafter 
all thefe Subjefts : He knows the Manners, the Cha- 
ster, the Genius of all Nations. // might be faid of 
f Cardinal de Fleury that be dwelled in all Parts of 
irope, that he was educated at all the Courts^ that be 
ated with all the Miniflers^ that he converfed with all 
' learned Men^ that he ajftfted at all the Councils, You 
', Madam, that this Elogium is not at all exaggerated, 
doubtlefs were difficult to believe there was but one 
an here in queftion, or this might be imagined the 
*finition of a Minijier that does no where exifi : But 
- Regrets of the Nation do but too much juftify the 
Ttraiture. 
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ne Knowledge of M?/*, adds the Orator, was ih 
of the Cardinal de Fleury ; and perhaps no Man was /^ 
known than he. We fee indeed by the Choice of thofi 
who fill mod of the great Employments, that he had 
the Difcernment of Men. As for him, though then 
were no Veils,' no Clouds^ no Myjleries in his Conduil^ as. 
the Orator faid higher, he neverthelefs was impenetra* 
ble. 

I (hould never have done, were I to inlift on al] 
the Parts that ftruck me in thedlflFerent Pidures of tlie 
Cardinal, Pidures fo variec} by their different LightS|l 
yet fo like in refpeft of their Obj d. But I fancy i hava ] 
faid enough to ftop the Mouths of Cenfars. Let m 
only add that if there is any Merit in finding Fault! 
in a Performance, it is far inferior to that of dilcernin" 
its Beauties : In a Word, the Difficulty of the Art 
commending, and the Facility of Criticifrti -, thefe two 
Arts compared together will enable youtO judge of the 
Funeral Oralion, and of the Cenfure paffed upon it. 

/ am^ with great Refpe^^ 
Madam, 
Tour moji bumble, 
I And mojl obedient Servant, 

Sre^ Chevalier deM*H 

P. S. You'll perhaps find a little too much Vanity 
in a Reflexion which now efcapes me, and which I cannoi 
longer contain. But you muft know. Madam, that 
fince I have read the Funeral Difcourfe, my Style itic- 
thinks is bolder, and much lefs jejune, lefs dry ; I will 
not prefume to fay, richer and more copious. As I 
may therefor have infenfibly catched a Tinfturc of 
that great Model, I may apply to myfelf that com 
fortable Saying of an Ancient : IVhiljt I admire bifn^ 
I almojl transform m^jfelf into him*. 

♦ I have not been able to difcover in any Author, not even 'm 
the Polyanthea, whence the Jfologift has taken this Paflage ; if it 
is not an Allufion to' thefe Words of one of Cicero'*^ I^etters, 2h* 
iUurn rUeOf pene /urn faSlus tile, 

TbeEnd of the REFUTATION. 
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METHINKS, Sir, I fee renewed in our 
Days, what happened long ago at Rome^ 
fome Months after the Death of Cato. Cicera 
made the Funeral Elogy of that great Man, and his 
Performance was received by the Public with incredi- 
ble Applaufes. ,This Cefar highly' refentiftg, obliged 
Hirtius to write a Refutation of that Difcourfe which 
gave him fo great Difpleafure. Brutus 2ind Fabius Cal- 
lus, of their own accord, compofed alfo fomething on 
the Subjeft : But neither their Criticifm, that of //irr- 
/m, nor that which C^r himfelf afterwards made upon 
it, none of thefe, I fay, did Harm to the Reputation 
of the Panegyriji : Nay, their Cenfures did him Ho- 
nour, For Cefar, though the warmed of all to con- 
demn the Elogy, could not forbear comparing it with 
whatever Pericles and Theramenes had produced moft 
Ihining and happieft in that Kind, 

You here muft doubtlefs difcover under the Name 
of Cato the Cardinal de Fleury 5 Cicero reprefents to 
you the Father de Neuville, who h^s lately given us 
the Elogy of that Cardinal, C<?/ir.like, you command 
me to examine that Elogium, and aifigning me the 
Part of Hirtius, you force me to give you my 
Opinion of a Difcourfe, which none is a better Judge 
of than yourft'lf. 

I do not difown, that there is in this, as in every Kind 
of Comparifon, fome Difference of Proportions, and 
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this I fliall prcfently fpecify. For if you did not accoftf, 
me of a Defed in J uftnefs, ycfu might think me guilty 
of an Exccfs of Flattery ; but I hate as much that mean 
Complaifance which debafes the Hearl, as I am jealeos 
of that cxaft Difcemment which is t^c Glory. of a 
folid Judgement. 

I do not pretend here to eftimate the Merit of Cato^ 
nor that of the Cardinal de Fleury, They both loved 
their Country ; but Caio was fevere, temperate, ftern, 
inexorable, and though a Man of the beft Intentions, 
he did Harm to his Republic by his Inflexibility. The 
Cardinal on the contrary was affable, eafy, engaging 
1 leave you. Sir, to finifh the Difparity, who gixt 
much more capable of doing it. 

The Father de Neuville^ ftridlly fpeaking,]S not the 
Cicero of our Age ; but our Age affords very few 
Orators, who come nearer to Cicero than that Father* 
And here I fay nothing but what is fupported by the 
Suffrages of all France^ and not one of our Wits can 
contradift me, without fhewing himfclf meanly jealous 
of the Talents of that Orator. 

I might pofCbly, Sir, find in yodr Inclination to 
Arms, ahd Love of Learning, a confiderable Refem* 
blance of Cefar^ Cefar as he was \ but I here find i 
very fenfible Difference between you and Cefar^ a 
Difference that pleafes me much ; which is, that no 
Motive of Hatred or Revenge prompts you to require 
my Sentiments of the Elogy of the Minifter we have 
loft. 

I fee nothing but my own Parallel with Hirtim 
that does not hold : This was one of the moft diitio* 
guifhed Men in Rome for a fure and delicate Taftc* 
But 'tis fulHcient for me to refemble him, by my 
fubmiffive Obedience to your Commands. This 
Obedience is a Merit, and the only Merit indeed, that 
I have to boaft with Ypu. 

I proceed therefore. Sir, to give you the Satisfadliofl 
you require, and whilft, feveral other Critics, voluntarily, 
and undcrfired, affume the Charafter of Brutus and 
Fabiui Callus^ and arc ready to impugn the Father de 
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Neuville^ I (ball communicate to you a few Reflexions 
I hav6 made on his Difcourfe. You have doubtlefs 
forefeen, that,^ as I was not able by my Elogies to add 
ought to the Triumph of that Orator, what fuited 
roe beft was to contribute fomething to it by my 
Certfure. So in the Triumphs of the Roman Em- 
perors, fome Pcrlbns were employed to deafen them 
with idle Satyrs. I conftnt however to the Ufe you arc 
pleafed to make of my Talents; but through the 
Courfe of riiis Letter, I beg you may remember that I 
Ibould have been proud of being the Author of the 
i^try PaflTages I (hall iind fault with^ and that I am in 
Tome fort pleafed with the Defefts I fhall be obliged to 
remark in that Performance. 

Never was there a happier Text than that of the Fu- 
neral Oration. But I could have wifhed the Orator 
had not abandoned it as ufelefs, after laying it open 
urith a good deal of Care, and that he had drawn from 
it the Subftance at leaft of his Divifion. But though 
he has not done, this I fuppofe he could have done it. 

The Divifion he makes is much better illuftrated 
by the Proofs, than itjs at firft in the general 
Propofirion, where the Terms, Merit, Services, Ta- 
lents, Virtues, are not different enough from each 
Dther to give a diftind Notion of the fevcral Heads 
it is expefted to promife. 

Every Particularof the Difcourfe, is moft accurately 
iifpofed. The Fafts, without being formally ranged, 
ire well diftributed, in fuch a Manner as to ferve 
ilways as Proofs, and fo that they could not have 
:>ren more narurally placed than where they are in- 
ertcd. The Orator has perfedlly obfervcd Horaces 
Precept ; 

Utjam nunc dicatjam nunc dehentia did. 

Mo Part of the Difcourfe borrows any thing from the 
eft. This would more evidently appear, were I to 
efolve the Oration, by reducing it to thofe firft 
Sketches the Author chalked out for his Plan, But 
his would b;: tedious to Ifou, Sir, who io perfedlly 
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underftand Us whole Oeconomy. By this it Is you be4 
gin ufually to judge of a Performance ; and it is indeed' 
the true Merit of a Work to be well fcaffblded ; for ^ 
otherwife Reafon itfclf has no Beauty, "Wit firayt at • 
random, Style is unconneded, there is no Body, no» '■ 
thing to be feen but diflocaced Members that have 
neither Soul nor Life. DisjeSlt membra Poeta. * 

I have not a little admired the Addrefs of the Ora* - 
tor, who has fo much the Art of drawing from hit ■ 
Subjfd whatever can enhance the Merit of it. The ^ 
moft common Things by pafCng through his Hands. \ 
become. Prodigies. He enlarges, difpoies, poliflieSi • 
fcts in the fincft Light whatever can refleft Honour 
upon his Hero, and he runs with a graceful Swiftneft \ 
over any thing he finds capable of oppofing the hap- 1 
py and ftducing Vivacity of his Genius. s 

I could have wjflbed the Style of the Performance ^ 
in quellion had been more compafl ; for then it would f 
have been more nervous. His copious Fertility charms 
me, but yet it is faulty ; for without adding any thing ^ 
to the Senfe, it does but multiply the Expreffions. It { 
is an aftonifhing ProfuGon'of Words, which Ihines " 
however and dazzles i but it wearies, it fatigues. The * 
Father de Neuvtlle mufl doubtlefs compofe with Fad* ^ 
lity. His eafy and natural Manner (hews him a Per* J^ 
fon of a lively and fruitful Imagination, which, widi* ^^ 
out running after Expreffions too often rebellious, findl ^ 
them in Crouds in its own proper Fund, and has but to \ 
let them (if I may fo fay) range themfelves in order 
of their own accord, like the Stones under the Lyre of 
Amphion. This Talent is rare, but it is not fo happ? 
a one as it appears. I like much better a Genius whica 
brings forth with Difficulty, which druggies with itsfirft 
Idtas, which culls, which rejedls, which chufes, which r^ 
jedls again, which chufes anew, and which labours, till 
at length it find the Expreffion, which alone is proper to 
render its Thought: For there is but one Expreffion 
that can rightly render it ; all others are infignificant, 
and ferve only tp divert the Attention of the Hearers^ 
Rivers and Torrents in the Impetuofity of their Courfe^ 
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generally carry Mud or fome foreign Bodies along 
'^th them* Whereas an Alembic, notwithftaridliig 
the Heat that enBames it, runs Drop by Drop ; but 
^en it gives nothing but the pureft EiTence of the 
Simples it contains. 

Whoever has the good Fortune to difcern the Great, 
the Perfeft, dares never flatter himfelf that he has at- 
tained to it. Hence thofe Efforts of an exaft and fcru- 
pulous Delicacy ; and hence alfo that judicious Di- 
fiin&ion, thofe corred, but bold Strokes, that ever 
bappy Preiferencc of the Neceflary to the Agreeable, 
thofe Mafter-Touches, in fhort, which appear lefs the 
Work of the Author, than of Nature herfelf. For 
Nature in all Things contents herfelf with little ; fhe 
CDJoins no lefs a prudent Temperance for the Mind, 
than for the Body. Whatever is fuperfluous enervates 
both the one and the other, diminifhcs their Strength, 
ind impairs their Vigour. 

What I fay of the Father de Nettiille*s Terms, which 
ire generally accumulated upon each other, may be 
squally faid of his Thoughts. In thefe too I find fome 
Pleonafm. When he has once laid hold" of an Idea, 
le is very loth to part with it ; he particularizes it, he 
nodels, and remodels it, though he has already adorn-* 
id it, he ftill embellifhes it over and over again. This 
fertility proceeds from the fame Source, or perhaps 
nay be owing to the Clafhing of his Ideas, which hin- 
lers him from perceiving immediately his Objedl with 
hat fteady and piercing Glance that fees the whole of 
t at once, and that beftows no more Touches in paint- 
ig it, than it has been Moments in examining it. One 
/ould be apt to fay that he firll feels what he has a 
dind to rcprefent ; he difcovers one Side, and ob* 
;rves it ; then another, and he confiders it ; a third 
rcfents itfelf, and he dwells upon it ; and fo Step by 
tep he arrives at making a pleaflng Picture, but one 
1 which we diftinguifli the Joinings of the Colours, 
nd as it were Hatchings which divide the Objedt, and 
hich hinder it from being feen in its full Extent ; 
tnimum pSlurd pafcit inani. 

M2 Hence 
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Hence it comes, as I have feverat Times oWenred, fc 
that one goes away empty from his Difcourfes. He ': 
dwells upon the Surface ofThings. His Notions amufe^ 
but make no Impreffion, being too fok, fo to fpeak, 
too light and too trifling, they touch only die Imagin- 
ation, and do not fubdue the Judgment, which it is 
of greateft Moment to move and to convince. 

I would fain have the Father de I^euville to be lefi 
fruitful: This is the only Fault I find in him. He 
would go more fafely and more fwiftly to his Mark, 
did he imitate thofe Pilots, who, in order to row more 
nimbly, throw Part of their Riches into the Sea. To 
lofe in this Manner is to gain. 

He would thereby diminidi the number of his Ao- 
tithefes, which I do not abfolutely blame; but the 
naufeous Frequency of which he mud allow me to 
condemn. The Beautiful, if not rare, ceafes almoft 
ta be beautiful *, and in painting of the noble Paflionr, 
Points and witty Turns do always hurt to the Pathetic. 
In his Piftures every thing without Exception is Jingle 
and Antithefis. And were thefe Pidlurcs. of a graver 
and more fcrious Caft, would they not be more lively, 
more paflSonatc, more varied ? Would they not ha\c 
more Majefty, nay perhaps more Harmony ? A florid 
Way of writing, faid long ago b/i.de Fenelon^ never at- 
tains to the Sublime. Arc difhooours and betrays itfclf 
by (hewing itfclf. 

The Father de Neuville feems to have drawn his 
own Portraiture in the Difcourfe we are examining. 
TChofc Men^ fays he, wbofe lively^ ferUle^ elevated Ima* 
gination^ brings forth without Dijiculty thofe happy Turm^ 
thofe fine and delicate Reflexions^ thofe bold Strokes^ thai 
Great ^ that Movvg^ that Sublime^ which ravijhes^ which 
touches^ which tranf^orts^ which enchants \ the Beauties 
of their Style^ Beauties ftmple and natural^ Beauties noble 
and exalted^ have all the Embellifhment^ all the Ornamentl 
of j4rti but nonexjf the Conflraint and Servitude of iti 
Nothing fmells of Effort^ of Labour^ &c. This Pidurc 
is io much the likcr, that the very Style the Orator 
has employed in it, fpcaks prccifcly the Style that is 

peculiar 
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peculiar to him. (fow imny Expveffflss^ Imv' imn/ 
Terms^ how mairf Synonymies' ifrfo^few WonilsLf 

I therefor am not at »)i farpriKd* an cbc litefltif** 
ture, fitall F fay,, or- the Obfturity, fbnietiiiie9 W be 
ohkrvnd in hifi Pfarafesw Copionfiieftr ufeafff cneaftes' 
Confufion. I ftotrld^in cue my Letter e» tea- gt^lf a 
Length, £d I here mention' all die Faflbges^ of Cbisr 
I^eoorfe, thac I have been" obligjpd>tO' read ewioe oiper 
before I could underfbnd them. TheFi^trJe^NeM^ 
ville wants to lofe Nothing, and wants always to dazde. 
And he dkzzles fomecimes fo exceflively that it is no 
^onger poiBble to follow him. 

I fhal!' conclude, Sir, without (laying to remark 
fome Expreflions of this Difcourfe, which have ap- 
peared to me not French. One of the Conftru&ions 
that moft fhocked me, and which is certainly not in 
che Rules of our Language, is that of the long, and per- 
plexed Period with which he introduces his firil Part : 
To arrive at the moft eminent Dignities of Church and 
State^ to pojfefs all the Titles and Honours that Priefthood 
and Empire can iejfwo ; tester Providemt is f leafed to 
prefent to the IVorld thefe Prodigies cf Elevation \ftraight^ 
way Ambition eager to propoje to herfelf a Model eafy to 
be imitated^ Envy &c. 

Thefe Negligences of Style ferve alfo to fhcw us, that 
it is very hard to attain to abfolute Perfeftion. The 
greaceft Geniufes have always fome Weaknefs that finks 
them to the Level of theVuJgar, as far as they furpafs it by 
the Superiority of their Talents. They aec like Mofef% 
BuQi that burned with Fire, which Fire however could 
not confume its Thorhs, 

The father de Neuville has Faults. Who wants 
fome ? But Faults he would have, though there were 
Some free from them; I know few Geniufes fo happy, 
and which have at once more Boldnefs and Elevation, 
more Lofcinefs and Vehemence, more Turn and De- 
licacy. But how much more admirable is he ftill for* 
his Modefty ! I am fure he would not dcfpife even my 
Remarks, fliould he ever happen to fee them. He 
would not do as the Gladiators p{ old^ who appealed 
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to the People againft their Aot^onifts that were lil 
to get the better of them. He would rather imita 
the younger P/in^, whofe natural Graces and finUii 
Fecundity he revives. He would prefer the Opini< 
of a di&ncereftcd Man of Letters to the Approbad< 
of a rude ilUcerate Multitude. £^0 emm, faid P/u 
mn fopulum advocare, fid certos eUSofque Soles^ qms i 
tiuoTf quihus eredam, quosdtmquei^ tanquamfingulost 
firym, iS taHjuam mnjii^ttlos timeam. 



I am. 



ir,& 



The End of the LETTER. 
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SOME 



REFLEXIONS 



Upon the preceding 



L E T T E R 



TH E Criticifm upon the celebrated Funeral 
Oration of the Cardinal de Fleury, contained 
in the late Letter to the Marquis of A de- 

fcrves, methinks, a few Animadverfions, I (hall (ion- 
tent myfelf with examining it in itfelf, leaving to others 
the Care of comparing it with thofc which have already 
appeared. 

The Criticifm in queftion may be confidercd, with 
refpeft to the Judgments of the Author, and with 
and refped to .the Style and Oeconomy of the Criti- 
cifm. I ihall not here enter into an exadl Difcufllon 
of the Judgments the Author paffes upon different 
Paffages of the Funeral Oration. For in them all^ 
lie is in a Manner, the Echo of the Public: It is 
an Honour to him, however, to have chimed in 
fo luckily with it. We find that though the Author 
of the Letter has intended to criticize the Father de 
2^euville^ yet he himfelf makes an Encomium on 
him, which muft needs flatter that Orator, It is only 
vith Reluftance and in Obedience to a Friend's Com- 
mands, that he takes upon him to pierce through the 
deceitful Cover which hides fome flight ImperfeAions. 
It is, in fhort, with the greatefl: Deference that he 
commences Cenfor of a Performance, the very Faults 
whereof he would willingly honour. But how can he 
poflibly refifl; Ce/dr*s Commands? It was the Name of 
the Friend that induced Hirtius to make a Criticifm on 

N the 
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the Funeral Elogy of the Ca(o of France^ pronounced 
by the modern Cicero : 

I do not know whether that Friend, whofe Ac- 
quaintance I do not pretend to, Cefar as be iSj would 
agree to the Juftnefs of the Comparifon. That happy 
iplegory of the Au^Hor is perhaps' the .Fruit ;of long 
atifl mature Reflexion: It is not eafy to part withi 
Thought, which has coft fome Trouble to find : The 
very Difficulty oftentimes conftitutes its fole Merit. 

The Author acknowledges in the Father de Neuvillc 
a furprizing Fertility, a prodigious Vivacity of Geni- 
us, at) Imagination full of Fire." But. he feems to 
conclcmn thai: Fertility: -Too great (^opfeufnefff pro- 
duces Confufion. He fometimes is in love with the 
Flights of a warm Imagination : But he would have 
the Judgment to keep it within Bounds, and to mode- 
rate its Tranfports : He knows that Paffion, impatient 
of Conftraint, has a Language peculiar to itfelf -, but ! 
when grpwn too ingenious, it (Indies the Thought too 
much, and fo inftead of (Iriking the Soul, it does but 
tickle the Wit. The Beautiful^ as the .Author very 
well obferves, ceafes to he beautifuly if it be not rare : Art 
is requifite through the whole; but the greateft Art is 
that of concealing it. Now I am perfuaded. Sir, that, 
as great a Partiian as you are of the Father de NeuvilU^ 
you will agree with me as to the Truth of thefe Judg-^ 
ments. 

But here is a fecohd Reflexion that is indeed imply'd 
in the former, and which is no lefs true. You (hall 
yourfclf be Judge of it. The Father de NeuviUi 
crouds his Phraf?rs with Epithets, with Synonymies; 
his peculiar Fertility renders fometimes his Phrafes 
heavy. It is true that Concifenefs is often the Mother 
of Obfcurity, but k is likewife true that Obfcurity 
proceeds fometimes from Prolixnefs. This is manifcft 
from the Example of the Father de NeuviUe\ who by 
fbining too bright, dazzles ; and he that dazzles gene- 
rally blinds. 

The Author of the Criticifm, afiefting an extreme 
ILefervednels in his Judgments, is always afraid of 

faying 



